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Synchronous Learning Overview  
 
★ Synchronous learning is online or distance education that happens in real 

time, often with a set class schedule and required login times. 
★ Advantages of Synchronous Learning: 

○ Classroom Engagement  
■ active discussions, immediate feedback, and personal 

interactions 
○ Dynamic Learning  

■ allows for a more dynamic exploration of topics, ideas, and 
concepts and allows students to ask questions mid-lesson 

○ Instructional Depth 
■ provides regular opportunities for face-to-face discussion, 

individual guidance, and mentorship without having to 
schedule independent appointments 

○ Social-Emotional Needs 
■ Building classroom community and face to face connections 

with students supports social emotional needs and fosters 
greater student success 

 
TPS Synchronous Learning Implementation Guidelines 
 
★ Host the class from any Google Suite (Google Meet, Shared Google Docs 

/ Sheets etc.). This prevents students from participating without the 
teacher. 

★ The teacher will determine the time / length of synchronous learning. 
 
Synchronous Learning Implementation Ideas (Source: Jennifer Gonzalez) 
 
★ Brief and debrief. Some teachers are only using synchronous instruction to 

do a quick overview at the beginning of the class session and a quick 
debrief at the end, leaving the middle for independent work or small 
group instruction with your teacher.  
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★ Make synchronous time special. Several teachers are starting their 
synchronous time for things like read alouds, reader’s theater where parts 
are given to the students at home AND in-person.  

★ Use virtual bell-ringers and put all students on video for whole group 
instruction. If direct instruction is being given to all students consider 
putting them on the computer to minimize distractions. 

★ Differentiate synchronous learning. Does every student need the same 
amount of synchronous learning? Work towards alternating and 
customizing the students you keep on based on student needs.  

★ Chunk the Time. It can be tremendously helpful to break up the class 
period into designated chucks, where some students are learning from 
the teacher and some are working in small groups.  

★ Cameras On. For maximum engagement purposes, cameras should be 
on unless the teacher directs otherwise.  

 
 


