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ANNUAL NOTIFICATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS IN RELATION TO STUDENT RECORDS.

DEFINITION:

A pupil record means anything concerning the pupil that is maintained in writing or on file or on tape for others to see or hear.

CUSTODIAN OF RECORDS:

Mrs. Lynda Mitchell, Superintendent of Schools

PUPIL AND PARENT ACCESS TO RECORDS:

The basic philosophy of the FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) is one that acknowledges a parent’s right to participate in his or her child’s education through knowledge about  the information contained in the child’s education record.  The philosophy also extends to a recognition of the parent’s right to challenge information in the record and to exercise a limited control over disclosures of information from it.  Thus, the Act defines an education record in almost all-inclusive terms. Parents and students, upon attaining the age of 18, have the right of access to all data directly related to them (including category A, B and C data), except for personal notes not shared with any other person as noted above.  The contents of the students' records (A, B and C) will be shared with parents upon written request.  

CATEGORY A

Type Data
· Name, Address, Date of Birth

· Name of parent(s), address, telephone number

· Academic work & level of achievement

· Grades and transcript

· Attendance Data

CATEGORY B

Type Data
· Standardized Test Scores Metropolitan Achievement Test 7, CT Mastery, Otis Lennon School Ability Index

· Speech/Language & Hearing Evaluation

· Individual, Diagnostic Reading & Math test results  

CATEGORY C

Type Data
· Health Records

· Reports of Serious, Recurrent Behavior Patterns

· Planning & Placement Team Findings

· School Social Work Summaries

· Psychological Reports

The scores and other information will be interpreted to the parents so that they have a full understanding of the implications of the contents of these records.  For example, percentile and I.Q. scores from groups would be fully explained by authorized school personnel; a psychological evaluation will be fully interpreted by the school psychologist; special teachers' information or reports (speech, etc.,) will be fully interpreted by these personnel.

Amending the Student Record:

To help assure that such information is accurate, P.L. 93-380 provides that the parents have the right to challenge the content of the records, to insure that the records are not invalid, misleading or in violation of the privacy of other rights of students, and to provide an opportunity for the correction or deletion of any such invalid, misleading or otherwise inappropriate data contained therein.

The parent shall have the right to request deletion or amendment of any information contained in the student record.  Such amendment shall be made in accordance with the procedure described below.

The parent shall request in writing the addition of information, comments, data, or any other relevant materials to the student records.  All proposed changes must be in writing.  If such student and his parents are of the opinion that the change proposal is not sufficient to explain, clarify, or correct objectionable material in the student records, they have the right to have a conference with the custodian of the records to make their objections known.  The custodian of the records shall within one week after the conference, render to such student and his parents a decision in writing stating the reason or reasons for the decision.  If his decision is in favor of the student and his parents, he shall promptly take steps as may be necessary to put the decision into effect.

Appeal Procedures for Pupils and Parents:

In the event that any decision of the custodian of the records is not satisfactory to the parents in whole or in part, they shall have the right to appeal to the superintendent of schools.  Request for such appeal shall be in writing to the superintendent.

The superintendent shall within two weeks after being notified of such appeal (longer should the parents request a delay) review the issues presented and render a written decision to the parents, stating the reason or reasons for the decision.  If the decision is in favor of the parents, the superintendent shall promptly take such steps as may be necessary to put the decision into effect.

In the event that the decision of the superintendent is not satisfactory to the parents in whole or in part, the parents shall have the right to appeal to the local board of education.  Request for such appeal shall be in writing to the chairperson of the local board of education.

The local board of education shall within four weeks after being notified of such appeal or longer should the parents request a delay, conduct a fair hearing in executive session to decide the issues presented by the parents.

School officials shall have the burden of proof on issues presented by the parents.

The parents shall have the right to be represented by an advocate of their choosing, to cross examine witnesses, to present evidence, to receive a tape or other recordings of the proceedings and to receive a written decision within ten (10) days.

Appeal from the decision of the local board of education shall be to the superior court in the district of residence of the student within 30 days from the date of receipt of the written decision of the local board of education.

Maintaining Records:

The record of your child may be retained permanently for purposes of social security benefits or other benefits if it is requested in writing of the custodian of records.

Cost of Copies of Records:

At this time, there is no charge for a copy of student records.  The students' records policy and law concerning this are maintained in the office of the custodian of records.

ANNUAL NOTIFICATION OF POLICY CONCERNING NON-DISCRIMINATION
· S E C T I O N  5 0 4 –

It is the policy of the Thomaston Public Schools not to discriminate on the basis of handicap as required under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 in the admission of students to programs or any educational services or in the employment of personnel.  The District Coordinator for Section 504 activities is Nancy Schnyer, Director of Pupil Personnel, Thomaston Center School, Thomaston, CT 06787, telephone 283-3050.  Inquiries may be directed to the Coordinator or to the Regional Office for Civil Rights, 140 Federal Street, Boston, MA 02110

Grievance procedures are available which provide for the prompt and equitable resolution of complaints alleging violation of Section 504.  These may be obtained at the office of the District Coordinator.

T I T L E  I X

It is the policy of the Thomaston Board of Education not to discriminate on the basis of sex in its educational programs, activities or employment policies as required by Title IX of the 1972 Education amendments.  Inquiries regarding compliance with Title IX may be directed to Paul Johnson, Title IX Coordinator for Student Admissions and Programs (283-3030) Black Rock School, Branch Road, Thomaston, CT 06787.

THOMASTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Graduation Requirements

I. Introduction

To graduate from Thomaston High School Public Schools a student must have satisfactorily earned a minimum of  21.50 units of credit and must have met the credit distribution requirement.  Students must also meet three performance standards: writing, mathematics, and technology.  The district’s performance standards in writing, mathematics and technology shall take effect for the class of 2006.

II. Credit Distribution

(Required)
a. English


4 credits

b. Mathematics

3 credits

c. Science


3 credits

d. Social Studies

3 credits

1. US History (1 credit)


2. Civics (.5 minimum)

e. Physical Education/Health

1.5 credits

f. Vocational Education/Fine Arts

1 credit

g. Computers 101

  .5 credit

III. District Performance Standards

a. Language: 

Reading- Students will respond to prompts about fictional pieces of literature.  The fictional pieces will be literature based and will meet the standards of the English Department.

Writing- Students will respond to prompts about a non-fictional piece of literature that is information based and will meet the standards of the Social Studies Department.  The essays will be focused, organized, detailed and edited according to standard English conventions.

b. Mathematics: Within the content of the course in which the student is enrolled, he/she will satisfactorily complete multi-step mathematical problems, which require demonstration of basic math operations including fractions or decimals.  The student will be provided with any required formulas and may use a calculator in completing the task. The student shall also explain in writing either how he/she arrived at each answer or justify each answer in writing.

c.   Technology: Each student must successfully complete a multi-media presentation

      that demonstrates computer competencies. The student must select the appropriate 

      technology and software and use the technology independently.  The graduation 

      requirement is taught within an existing course (U.S. History), or may be                     completed in another course with the teacher’s approval in advance.  
IV. Exemption Situations: 

a. Language: 

1. Reading- Students will be exempt from the district performance standard in fictional writing if they achieve Level 3 (Proficient) or above on the CAPT Reading Assessment.

2. Writing- Students will be exempt from the district performance standard in non-fictional writing if they achieve Level 3 (Proficient) or above on the CAPT Writing Assessment, or score a 3 or better on the AP US History exam in their Junior year.

b. Mathematics:

1. Students will be exempt from the district performance standard in mathematics if they achieve Level 3 (Proficient) or above on the CAPT Math Assessment.

c. Transfer students into Thomaston High School, having completed three years of high school in another district, may be exempt from the district performance standards in mathematics and writing.   

d. Students with Individual Education Plans (IEP), may be exempt from the district performance standards in mathematics, writing and technology if so indicated by their IEP, or if they have met pre-established goals.

        V.          Meeting the District Performance Standard
a. Language:

Reading- Students failing to achieve Level 3 (Proficient) or above on the CAPT Reading Assessment will receive remediation and retake the CAPT in their Junior year.  Students who have not demonstrated the district’s performance standard in Reading by the end of their Junior year, or who do not qualify for an exemption, will be required to successfully complete an alternative assessment in their Senior year.

Writing- Students failing to achieve Level 3 (Proficient) or above on the CAPT

Writing Assessment will receive remediation and retake the CAPT in their Junior year.  Students who have not demonstrated the district’s performance standard in Writing by the end of their Junior year, or who do not qualify for an exemption, will be required to successfully complete an alternative assessment in their Senior year.

b. Math:   Students failing to achieve Level 3 (Proficient) or above on the CAPT Math Assessment will receive remediation and retake the CAPT in their Junior year.  Students who have not demonstrated the district’s performance standard in Math by the end of their Junior year, or who do not qualify for an exemption, will be required to successfully complete an alternative assessment in their Senior year.

c. Technology:  Students who have not passed their technology requirement by the end of their junior year will be required to successfully complete an advanced computer course. (Information Processing, Microcomputer Applications, Mini-Micro Computer Applications, Digital Media)

VI.          Notification:
a. The CAPT Coordinator will provide a list to Guidance and Program Coordinators of students who did not meet graduation requirements by means of their CAPT scores, prior to the beginning of the school year.

b. The Social Studies Program Coordinator will notify in writing the Guidance Department of Juniors who have not successfully completed the Technology requirement within the U.S. History course.

c. The Guidance Department will notify in writing the parents of Juniors who have not met the Mathematics, Writing, or Technology Performance standards prior to the beginning of the second semester.

VII.      Service Learning:

The Thomaston High School Administration is currently working on a Community-based Service Learning/Senior Project segment that will be phased into the existing graduation requirements document upon completion.  It is likely that a Board of Education approved Service based project will be in effect for the class of 2011.

GENERAL INFORMATION

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

COURSE LOAD 

All students must be enrolled in a minimum of five (5) major courses, including English, each semester.  Students are encouraged to exceed these minimal requirements.  Six courses are recommended each year.
PROMOTION

· To be promoted to grade ten a student must earn 5 credits. 

· To be promoted to grade eleven a student must earn 10 credits. 

· To be promoted to grade twelve a student must earn 15 credits.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

To graduate from Thomaston High School, a student must have earned a total of 21.5 credits including courses in the following subject areas:




Course


        Credits







English


4




Math



3




Science


3




Social Studies


3
(1.0 U.S. History/.5 Civics)




Fine Arts/Vocational Ed.*
1




Physical Education/Health
1.5 
(.5 credit per year for 3 years)




Computers 101

  .5 



                                                16




Electives **


5.5




Total


          21.5 

*The Fine Arts/Vocational Education credit includes courses in the following departments:  Art, Business, Technology Education, Family and Consumer Science, and Music.

** School-to-Career credit may account for no more than .5 of the 21.5 total.

       (Beginning with the Class of 2009)

SEQUENTIAL PROGRAMS OF STUDY

While all students must meet the requirements of our core program, it is necessary for each student to select their elective program carefully and in accordance with long-range educational and vocational goals.  In addition to yearly course selection, students should develop a sequential four-year program of studies, which is designed to meet the requirements of their post high school plans.

The range of options at the high school level varies considerably, and covers a wide spectrum of study for the purpose of immediate college entrance to highly specialized vocational training.  Because of the range of options available, students must begin planning early and select their program in a manner consistent with their post high school plans.

COLLEGE PREPARATION

Students planning to continue their education at the college or university level following high school should seriously consider the inclusion of the following courses in a four year sequential program:


ENGLISH


4 years college preparatory English.


MATH



Minimum of 3 years (Algebra, Geometry, Advanced Algebra); 4 years strongly recommended.


SCIENCE


Minimum of 2 years lab Science; 3-4 years strongly recommended.


SOCIAL STUDIES

3 years (including US History); 4 years recommended.  Three courses currently offered in our curriculum meet this requirement:  Civics: American and World Citizenship, Civics and Contemporary Issues, Civics and the Law.


FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Minimum of two years of the same language; 3 or 4  years strongly recommended.  

CURRICULUM COURSE LEVELS

Our curriculum challenges students at four levels.  



Level 1:
AP (Advanced Placement)/College Level



Level 2:
Honors 



Level 3:
College Preparatory



Level 4:
General Education 

Level 1:
The Advanced Placement courses (English Literature, English Language,

Calculus, Biology and U.S. History) are offered to students who meet the prerequisites for college-level work. Students are expected to take the National AP exam in May.

Level 2:
Honors courses offer a rigorous and challenging curriculum for high achieving 



students who are academically talented and motivated to work in greater depth and 



breadth than what is offered in the regular college preparatory curriculum. 

Level 3:
This is a standard college preparatory curriculum for the college-bound student.

Level 4:
Intervention and Elective courses, meet General Education requirements for graduation and admission to business, technical, and community colleges. 

COURSE SELECTION GUIDELINES

Students wishing to select an Honors course (Level 2), regardless of department, must achieve a minimum grade in the identified prerequisite course(s).

Students wishing to select an Advanced Placement course (Level 1), regardless of department must achieve a minimum grade in the identified prerequisite course(s) and secure a Teacher Recommendation.

Teacher Recommendations are considered and will be based upon each student's quality of work and consistency of effort.  Consideration will also be given to the scores each student has achieved on standardized state assessments (CMT, CAPT& PSAT).

CLASS RANK/GPA

Class rank is based on a student’s cumulative grade point average (GPA).  GPA is computed using a weighted grade point averaging formula that assigns point values to grades based upon course level difficulty.  Colleges ask for GPA and Class Rank at the end of junior year.

	GRADE
	COURSE

LEVEL 1
	COURSE

LEVEL 2
	COURSE

LEVEL 3
	COURSE

LEVEL 4

	   A+
	6.66
	6.16
	5.66
	5.16

	   A
	6.33
	5.83
	5.33
	4.83

	   A-
	6.00
	5.50
	5.00
	4.50

	   B+
	5.66
	5.16
	4.66
	4.16

	   B
	5.33
	4.83
	4.33
	3.83

	   B-
	5.00
	4.50
	4.00
	3.50

	   C+
	4.66
	4.16
	3.66
	3.16

	   C
	4.33
	3.83
	3.33
	2.83

	   C-
	4.00
	3.50
	3.00
	2.50

	   D+
	3.66
	3.16
	2.66
	2.16

	   D
	3.33
	2.83
	2.33
	1.83

	   D-
	3.00
	2.50
	2.00
	1.50

	   F+
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	   F
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	   W
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00


            Subject to change with the implementation of a numeric grading policy currently  under consideration of the Board of Education.

GRADING SYSTEM 

In addition to graded assignments and class participation, classroom attendance is a crucial part of every course.  Students who are excessively absent should expect that their grades will be lowered.



Grades 9-12





Grade 7-8



A+
97-100





A+
97-100






A
93-96





A
93-96



A-
90-92





A-
90-92



B+
87-89 (Above Average)


B+
87-89



B
83-86





B
83-86



B-
80-82





B-
80-82



C+
77-79 (Average)



C+
77-79



C
73-76





C
73-76



C-
70-72





C-
70-72



D+
67-69 (Below Average)


D+
67-69



D
63-66





D
63-66

D- 60-62





D-
60-62



F+
55-59 (Failure)



F
Below 60 (Failure)



F
50-54



F-
Below 50

Subject to change with the implementation of a numeric grading policy currently under consideration of the Board of Education.

HONOR ROLL

The honor roll for grades 7-12 is computed quarterly and printed in the Thomaston Express. 

Students must be in attendance and registered for a full class load at Thomaston High School to be eligible for the honor roll.

Grades 9 – 12

Highest Honors:  
All A’s and B’s; 93 average or better

High Honors: 
All A’s and B’s; 87 average or better 

Honors:  

All A’s, B’s, and C’s; 83 average or better
Students must earn grades of C and above in all subjects to be eligible for the Honor Roll.

Grades 7-8

Students must earn grades of B- and above in all subjects to be eligible for the Honor Roll.

SCHEDULING PROCEDURE

The Course Selection Guide as presented is designed to give all students at Thomaston High School the greatest possible individual educational opportunity.  However, the size of the school makes it necessary to observe the following limitations in scheduling classes in the various subjects.

1.
In the event of scheduling conflict or difficulty, preference will be given to the grade in which the particular subject in question is normally given.

2.
Students will be asked to provide alternative choices in some areas; these alternatives will be scheduled if first choice courses cannot be satisfied.

3. It is expected that students will not make changes in course selections once original choices have been made.

GUIDANCE SERVICES

All students will meet with their counselor to assist them in making decisions concerning their educational program.  Students and parents are urged to make use of the college and school catalogues located in the Guidance Office to assist them with the investigation of educational opportunities upon graduation from high school.  Students are also urged to use the many books, pamphlets and resource materials located in the occupational information library in the Guidance Office to assist them in making wise vocational decisions.

The primary purpose of this department is to offer those services that may offer an improvement in a student's educational experience by assisting with educational, vocational, personal and social decision making.  Guidance makes available services that help students to identify interests, understand their strengths and weaknesses, and make realistic educational plans.

Appointments with the guidance counselor may be arranged by students before, during and after school.

SCHOOL-TO-CAREER PROGRAM

School-to-Career programs are designed to give Thomaston High School students the opportunity to relate their course of study to the world of work.  School-to-Career programs link student, school and the workplace through school-based learning, work-based learning, service learning, and connecting activities.  Some of these programs include: career exploration, job shadowing, workshops, field trips, career fairs, work programs and internships.  However, these services are not offered as an entitlement.  No more than .5 credit in any School-to-Career program may be used to satisfy graduation requirements. 

COLLEGE CAREER PATHWAYS

College Career pathways is a program designed to give Thomaston High School students college credit at Naugatuck Valley Community College while simultaneously attending high school.  Students participating in the program must meet the same college-level standards that are expected of students attending Naugatuck Valley Community College.  Student must be enrolled in eleventh or twelfth grade, be enrolled in an articulated course and pass the final exam to earn credit.  Students are not required to pay tuition or other college fees while accumulating credits in high school.  Students receive advanced standing upon entering Naugatuck Valley Community College in accordance with the number of credits earned toward an area of study.  Students can pursue advanced courses after taking entry-level courses in high school.  In conjunction with the School to Career Coordinator, Guidance Counselors recommend individual high school courses both academic and career-related, which help direct students to an individual plan of study.  College credits earned may be transferable to other colleges and universities (this is decided by the receiving institution).

Articulated Courses for 2010-11:

· Child Development/Advanced Child Development (3)

· Accounting I and II (3)

· AP English Literature and Composition (1)

· Advanced Algebra (2)

· Anatomy & Physiology (2)

HIGH SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

High school juniors and seniors with a B average may qualify to take college level courses for credit through the High School Partnership Program with Northwestern Connecticut Community College (NCCC).  Eligible students may take one or two courses in the fall and/or spring semester and earn up to six (6) college credits per semester.  At NCCC, all entry-level courses are available to high school students on a space available basis.  Northwestern Connecticut Community College (NCCC) is fully accredited and credits earned may be transferred to other colleges and universities.  There is no tuition or fee charge but participating students are responsible for books, supplies and transportation.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Applied Courses
Applied courses are available in a limited number of academic areas to identified Special Education students. These classes are primarily 7th & 8th grade classes unless a specific need should arise.  A Planning and Placement Team (PPT) determines a student’s eligibility for these courses.  Each course is designed to meet the student’s goals and objectives as stated in his/her Individualized Education Plan (IEP).

Supportive Help
Supportive help classes are offered to identified Special Education students to provide assistance in mainstreamed classes and remediation in deficit areas.  
Co-teaching/Inclusion
As classroom or individual needs determine, a Special Education teacher or Special Education teaching assistant may join a regular academic teacher and co-teach or co-facilitate a class.  By utilizing the expertise of both special and regular education instructors, student needs are met.  This practice meets current “best practices” at the state and federal levels.
Intervention Classes

Students take these courses in addition to their regular curriculum.  These half-year courses are designed to provide intense remediation through the implementation of scientifically research-based curricula.

The AMP MATH System:

Course #0930
Is an innovative math intervention program for middle-and high-school students who are struggling to connect and apply what they have been taught in their mathematics classes.  

Based on the Curriculum Focal Points for Pre-kindergarten through Grade 8 Mathematics: A Quest for Coherence (NCTM 2006), AMP Math System teaches six Curriculum Focal Points in each level.  A Curriculum Focal Point is a core mathematical structure that spans skills and concepts typically taught at various grade levels.  Built on Curriculum Focal Points, the AMP Math System lays a conceptual foundation that facilitates deep mathematical understanding and fluency.
Core Texts:

          AMP Math Systems, Volume 1-3
Sources of Evaluation:

· Daily assignments

· Skill Assessment

.5 Credit
                                   Prerequisite: Proficient or lower on CMT/CAPT                                                                                 RtI Team referral Grades 7-12
CORRECTIVE READING PROGRAM

Course #0925
The Corrective Reading series has features that have been demonstrated through research studies to be effective in improving student performance.  The program directly addresses all the critical reading components identified by the National Reading Panel (2002) - phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.  Students may move up to higher levels as their reading proficiency improves.  

Core Texts:


Decoding Skills; Comprehension Skills
Sources of Evaluation:

· Daily assignments

· Skill Assessment

.5 Credit
                                   Prerequisite: Proficient or lower on CMT/CAPT                                                                                 RtI Team referral

             
              




 Grades 7-12
GRADES 7 & 8

C O U R S E   D E S C R I P T I O N S
Grades 7 and 8 are housed in the same building with the high school students but follow their own core curriculum.  All students are taking English, Reading, Science, Social Studies, and Math.  A variety of unified arts courses including Art, Family and Consumer Science, Keyboarding, Spanish, Industrial Technology, Fine Arts and Physical Education are part of the current curriculum.  Band and Chorus are offered as elective courses.  Teachers at each grade level work as a team and meet to discuss and coordinate curriculum, student activities, and educational experiences.

ENGLISH

Grade 7

General Description:  The primary aim of the seventh grade English program is the development of process writing skills.  The study of grammar, vocabulary, and short reading passages correlate to experiences in writing.  Listening, speaking, and viewing skills are also an integral part of the program.  Texts: Elements of Language, Wordly Wise 3000, Daily Oral Language

Prerequisites:
CMT Scores and Teacher recommendation

Grade 8

General Description:  The eighth grade English program includes reading, listening, thinking and speaking with an emphasis on process writing.  The study of mechanics, usage, grammar, and vocabulary development contributes to the ultimate goal of language proficiency.   Texts:  Elements of Language (2nd course), Worldly Wise 3000, Daily Oral Language.

Prerequisites: 
CMT Scores and Teacher recommendation



READING

Corrective Reading Program

Students will be evaluated both at the end of sixth and seventh grade and will be placed in a reading class according to their demonstrated level of reading proficiency.  The Corrective Reading series has features that have been demonstrated through research studies to be effective in improving student performance.  The program directly addresses all the critical reading components identified by the National Reading Panel (2002) - phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.  Students may move up to higher levels as their reading proficiency improves.  Texts:  Decoding Skills; Comprehension Skills
Prerequisite: Proficient or lower on CMT/CAPT                                                                                                   RtI Team referral Grades 7-12
Grade 7  

Honors/General:

General Description:  The grade seven honors/general curriculum introduces the elements of literature and assists students in responding to literature.  The novels and short stories focus on cultural diversity, prejudice, and finding one’s place in society.  There is also a strong focus on responding to open ended questions.  The following CMT skills are addressed:  forming a general understanding, developing an interpretation, making connections to the text, examining content and structure.  

Text:  Elements of Literature
Novels: 

Farewell to Manzanar                                                  The Witch of Blackbird Pond

The Cay                                                                        Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind                                  The Devil’s Arithmetic

Night                                                                            Dragonwings

Walkabout                                                                   The House on Mango Street

Stargirl                                                                        Homeless Bird

Elsewhere

Grade 8

Honors/General:

General Description:  The advanced grade eight reading program assists students in becoming lifelong readers and critical thinkers.  The focus of the literary lessons concentrates on author technique, thematic concepts, historical and cultural contexts, as well as helping students to critique and analyze novels, short stories and poetry.  

Text:  Literature and Integrated Studies
Novels:  
The Good Earth

 Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl

Call of the Wild

No Promises in the Wind

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
The Miracle Worker

The Outsiders


The Giver

As You Like It


Summer of My German Soldier

The Pearl


Watership Down


Where the Red Fern Grows

MATHEMATICS

The AMP MATH System:

Is an innovative math intervention program for middle-and high-school students who are struggling to connect and apply what they have been taught in their mathematics classes.  

Based on the Curriculum Focal Points for Pre-kindergarten through Grade 8 Mathematics: A Quest for Coherence (NCTM 2006), AMP Math System teaches six Curriculum Focal Points in each level.  A Curriculum Focal Point is a core mathematical structure that spans skills and concepts typically taught at various grade levels.  Built on Curriculum Focal Points, the AMP Math System lays a conceptual foundation that facilitates deep mathematical understanding and fluency.
Texts:    AMP Math Systems, Volume 1-3
Prerequisite: Proficient or lower on CMT/CAPT                                                                                                   RtI Team referral Grades 7-12
Math 7  

General Description: Grade seven curriculum deals with the understanding of the fundamental mathematical concepts.  Number systems and theories, computation and estimation, and problem-solving are studied.  Critical thinking skills, measurement, geometry, patterns and functions, and practice using CMT questions are also part of the curriculum.   Understanding of the math concepts is achieved by the use of concrete manipulatives, pictorial representations and abstract symbols, which show the vision of the NCTM standards.  In our world of technology, calculators and computers will be utilized. Scientific calculator is required.  TI-30 is recommended.

Prerequisite:
CMT Scores and Teacher recommendation



Pre-Algebra 7

General Description:  Influenced by the NCTM standards, advanced seventh grade math students will take pre-algebra.  Students will explore topics dealing with expressing equations and inequalities, integers, number theory, ratio, proportion and percent, measurement and geometry, probability, statistics and graphs, square roots and special triangles patterns and functions, problem solving and their applications.  The above have been integrated with today’s technology through the use of calculators, communication and reasoning skills.  These students who have successfully completed pre-algebra, with a B+ average for the year and obtained teacher recommendation may take Algebra in Grade 8.  Scientific calculator is required.  TI-30 is recommended.

Prerequisite:
CMT Scores and Teacher recommendation


Pre-Algebra 8

General Description:  Grade eight math is a pre-algebra course designed to provide a good transition from arithmetic to algebra and geometry.  Topics covered include: decimals, fractions and percents; measurement; exponential and scientific notation; solving simple equations and inequalities; geometry; rational numbers; probability and statistics; and graphing.  Students also learn to use scientific calculators.  Problem-solving is an integral part of the course, and students learn and use several strategies for solving process and non-routine problems.  Scientific calculator is required.  Texas Instruments 30 is recommended.

Prerequisite:
CMT Scores and Teacher recommendation


Algebra 8

General Description: Algebra is the introductory course in high school mathematics.   Such topics as sets, properties of a number system, factors, exponents, radicals, truth sets, graphs and functions are included.  Scientific calculator is required. Texas Instruments 30, 83, 83 plus or 84 graphing calculator is recommended.

Prerequisites:
 CMT Scores and Teacher recommendation


SCIENCE

The seventh grade science curriculum incorporates the state content standards and expected performances in three major areas of study. The Life science program includes the structures and functions of the digestive, respiratory, circulatory, and muscular-skeletal systems. The Earth
science program includes the various land formations as a result of constructive and destructive forces. And the Physical science program explains the relationships involved in energy transfer through the application of forces. Students must demonstrate mastery of the learning objectives in each area and are assessed for class prep and participation, homework completion, and test and lab performance.

The eighth grade program offers students a balanced background in three major areas of study: life science, Earth & space science and physical science.  The life science study will include cells and heredity, and the structure and function of the human reproductive system. Earth and space science will focus on the universe, or solar system and the Earth’s movements in space. The physical science component will include the study of inertia, forces and motion, and the analysis of forces as applied to structural design.  Emphasis is placed upon hands-on activities that allow students to inquire, discover, and problem solve.

SOCIAL STUDIES

The seventh grade course is the study of world geography.  Map essentials and other geographic tools are learned and used by students to study the topography, history and culture of countries as well as the current issues of concern around the world.  The Five Themes of Geography:  Location, place, Human/Environment Interaction, Regions and the Movement of People, Goods and Ideas are applied to each country that is studied.

Eighth grade social studies presents a broad picture of U.S. History from early Native Americans to Pre-Civil War (1860), specifically focusing on geography, citizenship, and current events that relate to our topic.  In addition, students will participate in an in depth study of the U.S. Constitution and U.S. Government.  Students will work with maps, complete projects, write essays, learn vocabulary and discuss current events so as to build a foundation for future U.S. History studies.

R O T A T I O N   C O U R S E S
Middle school students take four exploratory courses including physical education on a rotating basis during the school year. The rotation courses are designed to let students explore various disciplines and get a sense of those areas they would like to pursue.  The following courses have been included in the rotation and may vary from year to year.

FINE ARTS - 7 

The Fine Arts Rotation is an exploratory course designed for middle school students to learn about and experience multiple facets of music.  Students will learn fundamentals of music, as well as receive beginner instruction on playing the piano and various percussion instruments.  Additional topics covered include music history, critical listening skills, and composition.  
FRENCH EXPLORATION – 7
Students will experience some essentials of French, a language spoken by over 200 million people in 55 countries.  They will learn greetings, simple conversations; numbers, telling time, days of the week, months; foods and ordering them at a restaurant; colors, and some clothing. Games, drawings, videos, a French cooking experience, and songs are included to make learning  easy and fun. They will also investigate some of the famed sites of Paris: the Eiffel Tower and the Louvre. 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 7

Physical education classes are designed to promote total fitness of students through selected physical activates. Students are given opportunities to develop a sense of fair play, positive values, and the perception of self and others. Various sports and fitness activates are covered throughout the rotation in order to provide students the opportunity to learn skills and concepts that will enable successful participation now and later in life.

SPANISH EXPLORATION – 7

The Seventh Grade Spanish Rotation provides an opportunity for middle school students to be introduced to the Spanish language and culture.  Students will study basic vocabulary, learn about Spanish customs, and develop comfort with a foreign language.



FINE ARTS - 8

The Fine Arts Rotation is an exploratory course designed for middle school students to learn about and experience multiple facets of music.  Students will learn fundamentals of music, as well as receive beginner instruction on playing the piano and various percussion instruments.  Additional topics covered include music history, critical listening skills, and composition.  
FRENCH EXPLORATION - 8
Students will review vocabulary, useful conversations, and language concepts from grade 7 French rotation as they move to communicate about their surroundings, the weather, enjoying sports, shopping, going to the movies; body parts and illness; talking about and describing family members and friends.  Videos, dialogues, and a French cooking experience are included for variety in learning and enjoyment. Cultural aspects of fashion, “metro” travel, and/or famous sites of Monmartre  and Versailles may be included.  
SPANISH EXPLORATION - 8

The Eighth Grade Spanish Rotation continues to provide opportunities for middle school students to be introduced to the Spanish language, culture. Students will study basic vocabulary, learn about Spanish customs, and develop comfort with a foreign language.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION –8

Physical education classes are designed to promote total fitness of students through selected physical activates. Students are given opportunities to develop a sense of fair play, positive values, and the perception of self and others. Various sports and fitness activates are covered throughout the rotation in order to provide students the opportunity to learn skills and concepts that will enable successful participation now and later in life.

*Eighth grade students are required to take the Connecticut Physical Fitness Assessment.
ELECTIVES
M U S I C

INTRODUCTION TO BAND

 Course #7605/8605

A preparatory class devoted to developing the individual skills necessary to becoming an ensemble musician.  Open to students in grades 7-12, this class is intended for students interested in learning an instrument and being a member of a performing ensemble.  No prior experience necessary. Repertoire is drawn from a variety of styles in order to give students as varied a musical experience as their abilities allow.  Students enrolled in the Introduction to Band class (and who are prepared to do so) will be expected to join with members of the “Band” class for all public performances.  Students are encouraged to participate in other music festivals including All-State and Berkshire League festivals. Bass players are also welcome.

BAND









Course #7610/8610









An ensemble class dedicated to the performance of wind band literature.  This class is open to students in students in grades 7-12 with preference to those students who have prior experience.  Repertoire is drawn from a variety of styles in order to give students as varied a musical experience as their abilities allow.  Smaller sub-groupings may be formed with the intention of exploring and performing more modern genres, such as jazz, blues, and rock.  Emphasis is placed on developing playing skills and enjoying music.  Students must play in all public performances.  Students are encouraged to participate in other music festivals including All-State and Berkshire League festivals. Bass players are also welcome.

CONCERT CHOIR AND CHORUS   




Course # 7700/8700

Chorus is a continuation of the vocal program from the Center School in which students learn vocal techniques and music appropriate for their age level.  Chorus has a general focus on vocal music, including literature from the folk, popular, and Broadway genres, and there is an emphasis on singing in two, three, or four parts.  This is a full year course and required performances include a winter and spring concert, as well as the Thomaston High School Graduation.  Other performances such as festivals, tours, exchange programs, and trips may also be included in the yearly program.  New students to the program will be accepted and placed through an audition process to determine vocal level.

GRADES NINE THROUGH TWELVE

 C O U R S E   D E S C R I P T I O N S
A R T

ART I


       


Course #6215

Basic art concepts are introduced through drawing, painting, color, commercial design, calligraphy, and crafts.  Art history and current art trends incorporated into projects are designed to enhance skill development.  A variety of materials and techniques are introduced.  Students will understand, produce and evaluate art projects.

.5 Credit




No Prerequisite

Level  4




Grades 9 - 12

ART II





Course #6225

In addition to the skills mastered in Art I, the Art II student will be encouraged to experiment and become more independent in order to develop a personal style.  Students will be evaluated on works produced, individual progress, and work habits.

.5 Credit




Prerequisite:  Art I

Level  4





          Grades 9 - 12

ART III





Course #6230

This course includes advanced drawing and painting with an emphasis on three dimensional art and history.  This course is designed for those students who expect to pursue the arts after high school. All Art III students are required to help plan and develop their program.  Grading will reflect critiques of individual works.  A portfolio may be developed.

1 Credit




Prerequisite:  Art I & Art II

Level 3




                      Grades 10 - 12



CERAMICS  (Semester I)







Course #6260

A course in which the focus is on hand built and wheel thrown clay pieces.  The hand building will include pinch, coil and slab methods.  In throwing, primary forms will be explored.  Basic glazing and firing techniques will also be presented.

.5 Credit




Prerequisite:  Art I, Art II, Art III

Level 3




                      Grade 11-12


SCULPTURE (Semester II)





Course #6250

An introductory course in sculpture with an emphasis on the materials, techniques, tools and processes of three dimensional sculptural forms.  A variety of materials will be used including paper, plaster, clay and stone.  Modeling, carving and molding will be explored.

.5 Credit




Prerequisite:  Art I, Art II, Art III

Level 3




                      Grade 11-12  

PAINTING I (Semester I)





Course #6270

An introductory course in painting designed to introduce the student to the materials and techniques of painting.  Emphasis is on compositional elements, organization and arrangement within the painting.  Materials will include pastels, watercolor, tempera, acrylic and oil on a variety of surfaces.

.5 Credit




Prerequisite:  Art I, Art II, Art III

Level 3




                      Grade 11-12



PAINTING II (Semester II)





Course #6280

An advanced course in painting with an emphasis on personal interpretation and development, designed to incorporate both representational and abstract modes of painting.  Emphasis is on independent studio work using a variety of materials.

.5 Credit




Prerequisite:  Art I, Art II, Art III, Painting I

Level 3




                      Grade 11-12    

B U S I N E S S / T E C H N O L O G Y

PERSONAL FINANCE

         Course #6150
This course is designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of personal money management skills and the financial planning process.  Students will learn how to keep and balance a checkbook, develop a simple personal financial plan, create a personal budget, investigate savings and investment options, develop strategies for effective debt and credit management, and select insurance.  Career choices and personal income taxes will also be explored.   

            .5 Credit

No Prerequisite

            Level 4

Grades 9-12
INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS  

          Course #6160
This course will emphasize business-related concepts, terms and theories that all adults must understand and utilize. The following topics will be covered: the economic environment, business in the U.S. economy, business management, issues in the global economy, basic contract law, the law of property, employment law, business organizations, and finance.

Numerous projects are integrated with a structured note-taking approach.

.5 Credit

No Prerequisite

            Level 4
                                        Grades 9-12

ACCOUNTING I


         Course #6110
This course is designed to introduce the accounting cycle for sole proprietorships, as well as partnerships and corporate business entities.  Students will prepare and interpret accounting journals, ledgers, and basic financial statements. Various careers in accounting will also be discussed.

Manual accounting systems will be learned first; during the second semester, automated accounting will be utilized including QuickBooks Pro.

               1 Credit
                                        No Prerequisite

               Level 3
                            Grades 10-12
ACCOUNTING II


         Course # 6120

Accounting II is designed for those students who are considering a career in accounting as well as those students planning on studying business administration in college.  This is an advanced course that will focus on the application of generally accepted accounting principles used in business transactions.  Accounting for merchandising firms, as well as the preparation, analysis and interpretation of financial statements are going to be covered. Computer applications (Excel and QuickBooks) will be utilized.

            1 Credit

Prerequisite: Accounting I

             Level 3

Grades 11-12

             College Career Pathways in 11th and 12th Grade
COMPUTERS 101


          Course #6101

Computer 101 will start with a review of proper keyboarding techniques. Using Microsoft Office 2000, students will utilize word processing skills to learn the proper formatting of business letters, business reports, MLA style reports, and tables. This course introduces Excel 2000 and PowerPoint 2000 to students. Email etiquette will also be addressed.  This course is required for graduation.

            .5 Credit

Prerequisite: Proper keyboarding skills

             Level 4

                    Grades 9-12
DESKTOP PUBLISHING         

          Course #6170
Using advanced word processing skills, emphasis in this course is placed on realistic tasks required in the business world. Desktop publishing skills are used in this course to create a variety of layouts, learning proper design techniques and graphic designs.  Students are going to learn and use computer software including Adobe In Design and PhotoShop to create and produce camera-ready copy for final publication.
            .5 Credit

Prerequisite: .5 credit computer course

             Level 3

                     Grades 10-12
 MINI MICROCOMPUTER APPLICATIONS I




Course #6108

Mini Microcomputer Applications I serves to provide a foundation in computer applications for all students. It allows students to understand how a computer is applied to the solution of personal and business-related problems in modern society. Emphasis is on computer literacy, basic computer applications, word-processing, database management, and spreadsheets. Team projects and emailing, including attachments, are focal areas as well. Mini Microcomputer Applications I serves to provide a one (1) semester course in advanced Excel and Access which will enable students to understand how a computer is applied to the solution of personal and business-related problems in modern society.  This course is for the student who in interested in taking an advanced computer course but cannot fit a full year course into his/her schedule. 

            .5 Credit

Prerequisite: Computers 101
            Level 3

                     Grades 10-12
MINI MICROCOMPUTER APPLICATIONS
II
          Course #6109
Mini Microcomputer Applications II serves to provide a foundation in computer applications for all students. It allows students to understand how a computer is applied to the solution of personal and business-related problems in modern society.  Emphasis is on computer literacy, basic computer applications, word-processing, PowerPoint, and desktop publishing.  Team projects and emailing, including attachments, are focal areas as well. 
            .5 Course

Prerequisite: Computers 101

            Level 3

                     Grades 10-12

ADVANCED COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

          Course #6105

This is a course geared for the student who is motivated and demonstrates the qualities of being a self-starter. Soft skills such as problem-solving strategies, teamwork, and business protocol are an emphasis of this course. Technology skills in today’s job market include exploring the Internet, e-commerce, graphics, html, digital imagining (cameras and scanners), along with designing and planning web pages. Therefore, they are also components of the course.

1 Credit


Prerequisite: Microcomputer Applications or        Level 3                                                                                permission of instructor 

                                                                                Grades 11-12

DIGITAL MEDIA


          Course #6106

Digital Media examines video editing, digital recording, storyboards, lighting techniques, film genres, web design, computer animation, design publishing and various software programs such as Macromedia Studio MX, Final Cut Pro, Adobe Creative Suites, and IMovie.  Digital Media is a project-based class and requires basic computer knowledge.  Students will develop an understanding of the following technologies: digital imaging, film and computer generated visual effects as well as an understanding of visual and digital media literacy.  Additionally, students will be responsible for producing morning announcements.

1 Credit

Prerequisite: Computers 101

            Level 3

                     Grades 10-12
BUSINESS LAW


         Course # 6130
This course offers students the flexibility of exploring the foundations of business law while introducing them to personal law issues they may encounter throughout their personal and professional lives.  Areas to be covered include but are not limited to: Ethics in Our Law: Law in the Media, Law and the Internet (Cyber Law) 2) Sales and other Contractual Situations: Sales Contracts, Sales Transactions, Consumer Protection; 3) Property: Real Property, Personal Property, Renting/Leasing of Real Estate, Wills, Estates, and Trusts; Law of Jobs: Discrimination/ Affirmative Action, Employment Contracts, Employment Injuries 5) Forms of Business: Corporations, Partnerships, Sole Proprietorships, L.L.C.’s

Additionally, students will analyze legal and ethical situations, determine pertinent facts within civil cases, recognize disputed points and understand which rules of law are involved and how they apply to the facts of a case. 

            .5 Credit

No Prerequisite

             Level 3

Grades 9-12
MARKETING


          Course #6140
The course will introduce students to all areas of Marketing on both domestic and international levels. Upon completion of this course students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the Basic Principals or Four P’s of Marketing (product, place, price and promotion); How Marketing Impacts our Society; The Roles of Marketing and Economics in a Business Environment; Marketing Research; Consumer Behavior; Competition; Marketing Strategies; Advertising; and Sales Promotions.  Students will also learn about the role that Marketing plays in taking a new product or idea from the conceptual stage into the consumer’s hands.  

.5 Credit

No Prerequisite

            Level 3

Grades 9-12
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT               Course #6180
(formally IT Academy)-

This class is designed to prepare students for leadership opportunities in 21st century technology careers. The ITRD curriculum develops academic skills, transferable skills, and knowledge of technology careers through the completion of an ITRD project. The comprehensive, standards-based project includes patent research, technical writing, computer-assisted design, computer animation, digital audio/video, digital photography, and Web site development. Throughout the school year, students learn about communication networks, telecommunications services, and communication devices. Students work individually for half of the school year and then, pending completion of specific project elements, move on to the culminating group project—developing a mock technology company and assuming positions in the company to complete their project. Using 21st-century skills, students document their work in an ePortfolio that demonstrates the variety of skills developed and includes projects produced during the course.
1 Credit

Prerequisite: Computers 101


Level 3
     

                     Grades 9-12

E N G L I S H

CORRECTIVE READING PROGRAM
Course #0925
The Corrective Reading series has features that have been demonstrated through research studies to be effective in improving student performance.  The program directly addresses all the critical reading components identified by the National Reading Panel (2002) - phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.  Students may move up to higher levels as their reading proficiency improves.  

Core Texts:


Decoding Skills; Comprehension Skills
Sources of Evaluation:

· Daily assignments

· Skill Assessment

.5 Credit
                                   Prerequisite: Proficient or lower on CMT/CAPT                                                                                       RtI Team referral

           







 Grades 7-12
ENGLISH 9 (2)





Course #1100

The major aim of this course is to improve the student's competency in the areas of grammar, reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  A minimum of five important works from the list below will be studied in depth, and additional book reports may be required.  Students will do individual projects and reports.  Grammar, vocabulary and spelling skills will be strengthened. 

Readings:

The Odyssey (unabridged)



Romeo and Juliet



To Kill a Mockingbird

Great Expectations (unabridged)

Animal Farm

Optional:


Fahrenheit 451 


Of Mice and Men




1 Credit



Prerequisite:  B- in Grade 8 Honors English or

Level 2

                       
B+ in Grade 8 General English 






Grade 9

ENGLISH 9 (3)





Course #1110

The purpose of this course is to further develop the student's ability to write and to speak effectively and to broaden his/her appreciation of literature through the reading and discussion of novels, short stories, poetry and drama.  At least four major works from the list below will be studied and book reports may be presented in addition to summer reading reports. Grammar, vocabulary and spelling skills will be strengthened. 

Readings:

The Odyssey (abridged)                         
Animal Farm

Romeo and Juliet



To Kill a Mockingbird

Whirligig

Something Wicked This Way Comes
1 Credit



 
No Prerequisite
 Level 3



 
Grade 9 

ENGLISH 10 (2)





Course #1200

This course is designed to challenge and improve the student's skill in critical reading.  At least six literary works from the list below will be read, discussed, and analyzed.  Book reports may be required.  At least one research paper, one oral report, and several short essays will be required.  Basic grammar rules will be reviewed and vocabulary and spelling skills strengthened.

Readings:

Antigone
                           

A Raisin in the Sun

Julius Caesar




Lord of the Flies

The Old Man and the Sea




Optional:


Things Fall Apart



Tuesdays with Morrie

1 Credit




Prerequisite:  B- in Honors English 9 or

Level 2





          B+ in College Prep English 9 







                      Grade 10   




ENGLISH 10 (3)





Course #1210

This course will develop the student's ability to read critically and to communicate clearly in writing and speaking through the study of grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and reading.  Five major works from the list below will be read, discussed, and analyzed.  Book reports may be required. One research paper and several short essays will be written. 

Readings:

Antigone         
                  


Julius Caesar

Lord of the Flies



A Raisin in the Sun

Catcher in the Rye



The Old Man and the Sea

A separate Peace

1 Credit




No Prerequisite

Level 3




Grade 10  

ELECTIVE COURSES:  GRADES 11 AND 12

Overview:

Upon entering grade eleven, students will select courses on an elective basis.    By the end of grade twelve, each student must complete four, half-year elective courses, totaling two (2) credits.  Students may also elect to take a full year, one (1) credit Advanced Placement (AP) course both in grade eleven and grade twelve.

Full Year Offerings:

AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION (1)

         Course #1500 

AP English Language and Composition is designed to challenge students in the reading, interpretation, and analysis of major works of fiction and non-fiction, with a focus on the uses of rhetoric and exposition.  This is a college-level course that allows students the opportunity to earn college credit upon successful completion of the AP exam in May.  Consequently, the demands and expectations of this course exceed those of other high school English courses.  In addition to the textbook, course reading may include works by the following authors:

Benjamin Franklin

Frederick Douglass

Malcolm X

Winston Churchill

Thomas Jefferson

Niccolo Machiavelli

Malcolm Gladwell

Thomas Paine

Harriet Beecher Stowe



1 Credit



         Prerequisite:  B+ in 10 (2) English course or


Level 1




         
       B- in AP Literature & Composition







                               and Teacher Recommendation

            
                                                                         Grades 11 - 12
   

AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION (1)

        Course # 1501

AP English Literature and Composition is designed to challenge students in the reading, interpretation, and analysis of major works of fiction, poetry, and drama.  This is a college-level course that allows students the opportunity to earn college credit upon successful completion of the AP exam in May.  Consequently, the demands and expectations of this course exceed those of other high school English courses.  In addition to the textbook, course reading may include:

The Canterbury Tales 

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Hamlet 

Wuthering Heights

Othello

1984

The Awakening

Brave New World

The Picture of Dorian Gray
Catch 22


1 Credit


  
Prerequisite:    B+ in 10 (2) English course or


College Career Pathways Credit 


B- in AP Language and Composition


Level 1





and Teacher Recommendation









Grades 11 – 12 

Half-Year Offerings:

BRITISH LITERATURE I (2)




            Course #1510

This course will survey British Literature from the Anglo-Saxon period through the middle of the 17th Century.  Each unit will provide students with necessary historical background in order to place literature in context.  Beyond the major units of study there will be smaller units that focus on lesser-known works and students will be required to do independent reading on the side.  Several essays of literary analysis and research assignments will be required.

Major Units of Study

I.  Heroes:  a comparative study of the idea of the hero in the Anglo-Saxon period and in our society today.  Major work:  Beowulf

II.  The Legend of Arthur:  Comprehensive look at the wide varieties of myths and stories surrounding King Arthur.  Major Work(s):  Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Morte d’Arthur, Idylls of the King

III.  The Canterbury Tales:  an introduction to Chaucer.  This unit explores several themes Chaucer was expressing through the tales.  Major work:  The Canterbury Tales
IV.  Good vs. Evil:  The unit looks at Milton’s Treatment of this timeless theme in his major work, Paradise Lost
.5 Credit


Prerequisite:  B- in most recent Honors English  


Level 2   



          Course or B+ in most recent College Prep 

                                                                                  Course



 Grades 11 – 12
BRITISH LITERATURE II (2) 

          Course #1512
This course will survey British Literature from the Elizabethan Period (including the works of Shakespeare) through the late Victorian period at turn of the 20th Century.  If time permits, works of the 20th Century will be covered.  Each work will be studied in appropriate historical context in order for students to understand context.  Several essays of literary analysis and research projects will be assigned.

Major Units of Study

I.  Elizabethan England and the World of William Shakespeare:  a historical look at Elizabethan England as well as a study of Shakespeare’s works and influence.   Major Works:  Macbeth, Hamlet as well as some of Shakespeare’s sonnets.

II.  Classicism vs. Romanticism:  a study contrasting the works of writers of the classical period to works of significant Romantic poets.  Poets studied:  John Dryden, Joseph Addison, Samuel Johnson, William Blake, William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, George Gordon Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, John Keats.

III.  The World of Charles Dickens:  a survey of mid 19th Century England through the works of one of Britain’s most celebrated and loved writers.  Hard Times, David Copperfield

IV.  The Late Victorians:  this unit traces themes, thought and ideas from the later part of Victorian Age to current notions we find in the 21st Century.  Major Work(s):  Lord Jim, Pygmalion, 

The Importance of Being Earnest

.5 Credit


Prerequisite:  B- in most recent Honors English 

Level 2                          
      
          course or B+ in most recent College

                                                                      Prep Course and Teacher recommendation



Grades 11 – 12
EARLY AMERICAN LITERATURE (2) 

          Course #1513

This course provides a highly concentrated and in-depth survey of American Literature from the Colonial period through the beginning of the 20th Century.  The language of the works from each period will be analyzed in areas such as diction, syntax, tone, and point of view.  Students will write at least 10 persuasive papers, including 2 research papers following MLA guidelines.  Students will be assigned novels to read and reading journals to complete during the summer.  

In addition to the textbook, course readings may include:

             The Scarlet Letter
My Antonia


             Ethan Frome

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

             The Crucible

The Great Gatsby
  


.5 Credit


Prerequisite:  B- in most recent Honors English  


Level 2                                                           course or B+ in most recent College     







          Prep Course and Teacher Recommendation



 Grades 11 – 12
MODERN AMERICAN LITERATURE (2) 

         Course #1514

This is a two-section course being offered as an interdisciplinary collaboration between the History and English departments.  Students are required to take both sections, which will be graded separately.  The history section will cover the cause and effect of Post World War II Cold War, Civil Rights, and the counter-culture movements.  Special emphasis will be placed on the decade of the 1960s.  The English section will begin with an overview of protest literature, focus on the speeches, writings, and lyrics that dominated the movements of the 1960s, and study the more contemporary writings surrounding the Gulf Wars.  

Course readings may include:

Novels:    Autobiography of Malcolm X
On the Road

                One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest
The Jungle





Poetry by:    Owen, Toller, Ginsberg, Ferlinghetti, Lennon, Dylan, Simon, et al


Essays by:    Paine, M.L. King, Jr., Brown, Friedan, Baldwin, et al  
.5 Credit


Prerequisite: B- in most recent Honors English    Level 2





          course or B+ in most recent College 

                                                                      Prep Course and Teacher Recommendation

            
                                         Grades 11 – 12 

THIS COURSE MUST BE TAKEN ALONG WITH THE COMPANION 

MODERN AMERICAN STUDIES HISTORY COURSE.

POETIC EXPRESSION (2)  


                                                      Course #1530 

This course will lead students through an introduction into the world of poetry, considering the work of both major and minor poets, with particular emphasis on poetic style, diction, structure, tone, form, metaphor, imagery, and theme.  Selected poetry will be studied in historical, literary, and cultural contexts.  In addition, students will have many opportunities to develop their own poetry across a variety of forms and styles.  Poets to be studied may include:

Donne

Jonson

Milton

Bradstreet

Blake

Byron

Shelley

Whitman

Dickinson
Hardy

Yeats

Frost

Stevens
Millay

Hughes
Plath

Neruda
Thomas
Angelou

.5 Credit

         
Prerequisite:  B- in most recent Honors English course or                                                                                  B+ in Level 2most recent College Prep 

                                                                        course and Teacher Recommendation

            
                                           Grades 11 – 12
THE JOURNEY OF THE SELF (3) 





Course #1542

This course will focus on literature dealing thematically with the individual’s quest for self-identity and individual truth within the human condition.  Selected works will center on the concept of discovering wisdom and truth through intense personal experience.  Students will continue to develop skills related to thematic analysis, personal connection, and critical response.  Works to be studied may include:

Journey to Ithaca

           
 
 Life of Pi

Siddartha


           

The Heart is a Lonely Hunter

The Alchemist


           

The Bread Givers

The River Why

.5 Credit



       No Prerequisite

            Level 3
                                      Grades 11 – 12 

SCIENCE FICTION  (3)

          Course #1540

A challenging, reading-intensive course that explores how science fiction is a reflection of the political and social climate of the times.  The course focuses on science fiction from the 19th and 20th centuries, including the genre’s origins, the Golden Age, dystopias, and post-apocalyptic fiction.  Students will read a variety of short stories as well as three novels.  Students will develop critical thinking skills through the analysis and application of abstract concepts in journal entries and the creation of film or short stories as well as in one essay and one research paper. 

Topics include: How does science fiction explore the effects of advanced technology and scientific knowledge on humankind? What does it mean to be human? What is the purpose of the alien in science fiction works?  What is the fate of humanity?

In addition to the text Decades of Science Fiction, works may include:

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep
The Road

Childhood’s End

1984

The Golden Compass

Brave New World


Oryx and Crake

.5 Credit



       
No Prerequisite            
                                      
Level 3




Grades 11 – 12 
WORLD MYTHOLOGY (3)  

          Course #1524

This course will primarily examine mythological stories and testaments from various peoples around the world, as well as explore the philosophies governing man’s apparent need for faith-based myths, as evidenced through selected literature and close cultural study.  Students will encounter, through objective analysis, a wide range of spiritual and mythical tales, considering the causation, subscription, and philosophy behind each.  In addition, students will explore and analyze consistent mythological patterns, symbols, and characteristics across worldwide cultural lines.

Course Texts:

Excerpts from:

Mythology (Edith Hamilton)
The Bible (King James Edition)

The Prophet (Khalil Gibran)
The Torah           



The Bhagavad-Gita



The Koran



Select Buddhist Writings


Select Native American Myths

Select Asian Myths

Select African Myths

The Epic of Gilgamesh

          .5 Credit                                
                    No Prerequisite            

          Level 3
                                       Grades 11 – 12  
CREATIVE WRITING (3) 







Course #1543

This course is designed for students who want to explore their own writing talents and styles.  Students will study works of both poetry and prose in order to model the technique and artistry of some of the great writers.  Students will be responsible for creating and maintaining a writing portfolio comprised of their original work.


.5 Credit



        No Prerequisite            

            Level 3
                                       Grades 11 – 12 

JOURNALISM (3)


          Course #1544

Students will learn to write news and feature stories as well as editorials, reviews, and opinion pieces.  Course work will require articles to be written on a daily basis. Text: Inside the Writer’s Mind.


.5 Credit


 
       No Prerequisite            

            Level 3
                                      Grades 11 - 12

MODERN DRAMA
(3)







Course #1545

The class will focus on analyzing plays from the 20th-21st centuries.  The historical and/or social context of each play will be examined and applied to the play’s thematic purpose.  Students also will be expected to understand the play structure and apply that understanding in the following formats: Reader’s Theatre; directing a scene; and writing a monologue and a 10-minute play.  Students will write a 5-page paper on one of the major plays (topic to be determined) as well as a 5-page research paper on one of the playwrights.

Plays may include: The Glass Menagerie, Inherit the Wind, Eqqus, Fences, Pygmalion, Waiting for Godot as well as several one-act plays

.5 Credit


 
     Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation

            Level 3
                                    Grades 11 - 12

	
	
	
	
	Creative Writing (3)
	
	Creative Writing (3)

	
	
	
	
	World Mythology (3)
	
	World Mythology (3)
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English 9 (3)

	
	English 10 (3)
	
	Science Fiction (3)
	
	Science Fiction (3)

	
	
	
	
	Journey of Self (3)
	
	Journey of Self (3)

	
	
	
	
	Journalism (3)
	
	Journalism (3)

	
	
	
	
	Modern Drama (3)
	
	Modern Drama (3)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	British Lit. I (2)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	British Lit. II (2)
	
	AP Lit. and Comp.(1)

	English 9 (2)
	
	English 10 (2)
	
	Early American Lit. (2)
	
	 

	
	
	
	
	Modern American Lit. (2)
	
	AP Lang. and Comp. (1)

	
	
	
	
	Poetic Expression
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE
CLOTHING, FASHION, FABRICS, and CONSTRUCTION


Course #6410
This course is an in-depth look at the history of clothing, the fashion industry, culture, and customs, textile fibers and finishes.  Basic clothing care repair and sewing construction are also explored.  This is a classroom and laboratory half-year course open to grades 9-12

.

.5  Credit




No Prerequisite

Level 4




Grades 9-12    

FOOD AND NUTRITION







Course #6420
Learn how to make healthy and nutritious food decisions, plan meals safely, and prepare food.  The course will cover areas of food production, preservation, nutrition, planning, marketing, and preparation.  A classroom and laboratory half-year course is open to grades 9-12.  Certification for safe food handling will be offered in this course

.5  Credit




No Prerequisite

Level  4




Grades 9-12

CHILD DEVELOPMENT





Course #6430

This is an excellent course to take if you are interested in working with children, especially early childhood education.  The course will provide a basic background in child care and development from the prenatal to toddler age.  The class will focus on the importance of the role of the caregiver and his/her effect on the development of the child.  Students will have the opportunity to observe and work with children at each stage of development.  Students are encouraged to take Child Development in conjunction with Advanced Child Development during their junior or senior year in order to receive College Career Pathways credit.

.5 Credit




No Prerequisite

Level 3




Grades 9-12

ADVANCED CHILD DEVELOPMENT





Course #6440

This half-year course is open to freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors who have had Child Development, and will continue the study of childcare and development with emphasis on the preschool and school aged child.  Students will have the opportunity to work with children in the classroom as well as in the preschool and elementary school.  This course must be taken following Child Development in the same school year.

.5  Credit




Prerequisite:  Child Development

Level 3




Grades 10-12

College Career Pathways Credit in 11th or 12th Grade

ADULT LIVING





Course #6450
From getting along with roommates and coworkers to choosing an apartment or using credit wisely, this course presents real life situations that students will encounter in early adulthood.  Areas covered focus on personal development, living on your own, career planning, and consumer education.  Current issues will also be explored.  A half-year course offered to juniors and seniors.

.5  Credit




No Prerequisite

Level 4




Grades 11-12     


F O R E I G N   L A N G U A G E
FRENCH I (3)





Course #5110
French I introduces students to the basics of listening, speaking, reading and writing French.  Conversations and stories focus on everyday life and “surviving” in the French-speaking countries of the world.  Students learn how to greet, converse, extend simple courtesies; describe themselves, other; order food, talk about sports, buy clothing, discuss likes, dislikes, school similarities and differences, and entertainment; purchase tickets and use ground and air travel. Puppet shows, skits, films and internet activities help make Paris and its everyday life and culture come alive to the students. Students may have the opportunity to visit France (8-10 days) and/or Montreal-Quebec (5 days) in alternate years.

1 Credit




No Prerequisite

Level  3




Grades 9-12    

FRENCH II (3)





Course #5120

This course continues to develop the communication skills begun in French I using a wide variety of audio-visual materials and encouraging more oral participation.  The emphasis is on the building of vocabulary and confidence in speaking and listening through skits, dialogues, videos, and tapes.  Students continue to learn more about the French speaking world and their cultures, in particular those of Paris, other cities of French, and Montreal and Quebec, Canada, and famous sites, travel modes, celebrations, festival, and daily life. “French Fridays” become an integral part of communication.” Students may have the opportunity to visit France (9-14 days) and/or Montreal-Quebec (5-days) in alternate years.

1 Credit




Prerequisite:  French I 








          Grades 10-12      

FRENCH III  (2)  





Course #5130

French III continues to build on the prior knowledge and skills developed in French I and II.  Students continue to refine their communication skills through review former and acquisition of new vocabulary, grammar, along with daily reading, listening, and speaking French.  They use technology to further investigate the influence of France upon the fashion, cooking and film industries, upon legends and upon other francophone countries of the world (Caribbean and African).  They view several French films and read varied French writings.  “French Friday” is a regular occurrence.  Students may have the opportunity to visit France (9-14 days) and/or Montreal-Quebec (5 days) in alternate years.

1 Credit




Prerequisite:  C- in French II 

Level 2




 

FRENCH IV  (2)





Course #5140

French IV continues to build on prior knowledge and skills and on the acquisition of new vocabulary, grammar, and advance communication skills, Students read authentic French stories, some novels, magazines, and poems; view French films, listen to French music, and further investigate French renown in the arenas of art, science, cuisine, literature and French culture in other countries.  They investigate current French life trends and activities and continue oral presentations and dialogs in French.

             1 Credit

Prerequisite: C- in French III 

             Level 2



SPANISH I (3)  





Course #5210

Spanish I uses an audio-lingual-visual approach to learning.  The stories and conversations place an emphasis on everyday life in the Hispanic and Spanish worlds.  Skits and conversations presented by students are an important part of class work.  Speaking and understanding what is spoken is as important as reading and writing.  A good memory, the ability to mimic sounds, and an interest in other cultures and people are important advantages.  Students may have the opportunity to visit Spain or other Spanish-speaking countries.

1 Credit




 No Prerequisite

Level 3




 Grades 9-12   

SPANISH II (3)   








Course #5220

Spanish II also uses an audio-lingual-visual approach to learning.  The stories and conversations continue to place an emphasis on contemporary life in the Hispanic and Spanish worlds. Speaking, oral and written comprehension, and writing are more fully developed.  A student should maintain a C average in Spanish I to continue to Spanish II.  Students may have the opportunity to visit Spain or other Spanish-speaking countries.

1 Credit




Prerequisite:  Spanish I 

Level 3




                      Grades 10-12  

SPANISH III (2)   




              Course # 5230
Spanish III students are encouraged to use Spanish for daily directions and conversations in the classroom.  Students will continue to develop their vocabulary for comprehension and communication. Writing, reading and listening skills in Spanish are emphasized through authentic Spanish stories, narratives and films. Communication skills are expanded by engaging in extended conversations on a variety of topics. Students continue to explore the cultures of the Spanish speaking countries including famous places, people and events. Students may have the opportunity to visit a Spanish speaking country.  


1 Credit




Prerequisite:  C- in Spanish II 

Level 2






SPANISH IV (2)

                                     
         Course # 5240

Spanish IV is held entirely in Spanish. Students apply prior knowledge and skills to engage in conversations and activities. During the year, Spanish literature, poetry, music and drama are studied along with a variety of media to cover current events. The area emphasized changes from year to year depending upon the interest and desires of the class. Students are required to participate in several activities to demonstrate their knowledge of the language, such as tutoring or teaching. A solid background in Spanish I, II and III is expected for a student to enroll. Students may have the opportunity to visit a Spanish speaking country.

           1 Credit

Prerequisite: C- in Spanish III 

           Level 2       


HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HPE)
HPE  (Grade 9)      





Course #6710 

HPE  (Grade 10)    





Course #6720
 

HPE  (Grades 11 or 12)    





Course #6730 
These courses will consist of 9 weeks of Health/Fitness and 9 weeks of Physical Education Activities/Fitness, with each receiving a separate grade.  Students will attend Health/Physical Education daily for 1 semester each year in grades 9 and 10.  One additional semester must be completed in grade 11or 12.

*Tenth graders are required to take the Connecticut Physical Fitness Assessment.

The Physical Education component will include:

· Fundamental fitness concepts

· Fundamental fitness training including weights and cardiovascular activities
· Sport skills in a variety of team and individual sport activities

· Knowledge of physical and psychological benefits derived from health related fitness activities

· Knowledge of rules, strategies, and sportsmanship behaviors will be reinforced and other related information concerning lifetime fitness maintenance will be taught.

The Health component will include a background in basic health concepts in order to live a healthy life style, to include, but not limited to: 


Nutrition


Nutrients, Food Pyramid, Guidelines






Planned Diets, Food Labels, Eating habits and disorders


Personal Fitness

Heart rate, Overload principle, Weight training, 






Develop training program, Fitness fundamentals


Drug Prevention

Dependence – Use/Misuse, OTC/prescription, Steroids


Tobacco/Marijuana

Effects on health, Nicotine/THC, Secondhand smoke


Alcohol


Effects on health, DUI, Decision-making skills, Peer-pressure


HIV/AIDS 


Infection, Transmission, Treatment, Prevention


Diseases


STD’s, Abstinence, Contraceptives, Cancers, Diabetes, Cardiovascular

.5 Credit
No Prerequisite


Level 3
Grades 9-10:  Will attend PE/Health daily for one semester each year.




Grades11-12:  One additional semester required.


M A T H E M A T I C S
The AMP MATH System

Course #0930
Is an innovative math intervention program for middle-and high-school students who are struggling to connect and apply what they have been taught in their mathematics classes.  

Based on the Curriculum Focal Points for Pre-kindergarten through Grade 8 Mathematics: A Quest for Coherence (NCTM 2006), AMP Math System teaches six Curriculum Focal Points in each level.  A Curriculum Focal Point is a core mathematical structure that spans skills and concepts typically taught at various grade levels.  Built on Curriculum Focal Points, the AMP Math System lays a conceptual foundation that facilitates deep mathematical understanding and fluency.
Core Texts:

          AMP Math Systems, Volume 1-3
Sources of Evaluation:

· Daily assignments

· Skill Assessment

.5 Credit
                                   Prerequisite: Proficient or lower on CMT/CAPT                                                                                       RtI Team referral Grades 7-12
ALGEBRA (3)








Course #3110

Algebra is the introductory course in high school mathematics.  It is an important part of today's technical world and must be taken by all college bound students and many others who may someday need it for their work.  Such topics as sets, properties of a number system, factors, exponents, radicals, truth sets, graphs and functions are included.  TI 83/84 series calculator is recommended.

1 Credit




No Prerequisite            

Level 3




Grades 9-12

GEOMETRY (2) AND (3)   




Course #3200/3210

The prerequisite course is Algebra.  The course is geometry, plane and solid, and an introduction to analytic geometry.  It correlates geometry with Algebra contributing to the understanding of both.  Some of the topics are essentially algebraic and connect the work of the Algebra I with Advanced Algebra.  Geometry (2) moves at a more rapid pace and requires work with more difficult proofs and greater depths of understanding.  TI 83/84 series calculator is recommended.


1 Credit




Level 2



  Prerequisite:
B- in Grade 8 Algebra or B+ in Algebra








             (3) and Teacher Recommendation

Level 3



  Prerequisite:  Algebra 







            Grades 9-12

ADVANCED ALGEBRA (2) AND (3)  




Course #3300/3310

The prerequisite course is geometry.  Students become more aware of the structure of mathematics and acquire some ability to explore it.  It gives the student insight into the nature of mathematical thought as well as the application of concepts.  The course includes algebra, analytic geometry, trigonometry and vectors.  Advanced Algebra (2) moves at a more rapid pace and requires greater understanding of the theory of mathematics. TI 83/84 series calculator is required.


1 Credit



     Prerequisite:  B- in Geometry (2) or


Level 2



                           B+ in Geometry (3) 

Level 3



     Prerequisite: Geometry 






                          Grades 10-12    





                                         

PRE-CALCULUS (2)





Course #3400

This course integrates the concepts of calculus with topics of discrete mathematics.  It provides the opportunity for students to investigate topics such as maxima, minima, infinite sequences, limits, derivatives, integrals and graph theory.  Students will find themes that unify their understanding of mathematics and prepare them for courses they will need in college. TI 83/84 series calculator is required.

1 Credit




Prerequisite:  B- in Advanced Algebra (2) or

Level 2




                      B+ in Advanced Algebra (3) 







                      Grades 11-12   

STATISTICS (2)  








Course #3420

The purpose of this course is for students to grasp basic statistical concepts and techniques and to relate these concepts to real-world examples.  There will be wide use of the TI 83 calculator plus computer applications. TI 83/84 series calculator is required.

1 Credit




Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus or B in Trigonometry 


Level 2




                     Grades 12

TRIGONOMETRY (3)







Course #3430
This is a one-semester course designed to help the student master the terminology and concepts of trigonometry and apply them to real world situations.  Graphing calculator solutions will be done along with the traditional trigonometric solutions.  Topics will also include a review of functions and their graphs.  A TI-83/84 series calculator is required.

            1 Credit

Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra

            Level 3

                     Grades 11-12

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS (1)  




Course #3500

This is an advanced placement course in calculus and related topics comparable to first year courses in colleges and universities.  Most of this full year course is devoted to the study of differential and integral calculus.  It is expected that students who take this AP course will seek college credit or placement, or both, from institutions of higher learning.  Graphing TI 83 or TI83 Plus, or TI 84 is required or TI89.

1 Credit




Prerequisite: B+ Pre-Calculus and 

Level 1





         Teacher Recommendation







                     Grade 12     

SAT REVIEW (3)
Course #3445
This is a one semester elective course designed to help students prepare to take the mathematics portion of the SAT.  Topics include a comprehensive review of the major concepts tested on the SAT: arithmetic, algebra, word problems, geometry, and data analysis.  Strategies for dealing with specific types of math questions are also covered.  A TI-83/84 series calculator is recommended.  This course does not count toward the 3 Math credits needed for graduation.

           .5 Credit (Elective only)
Prerequisite: Grades 11-12

           Level 3

MATHEMATICAL MODELING (3) 

Course #3440
This course will offer students a one semester, math elective course.  Mathematical models are tools to explain, clarify, and solve real world problems.  Students will explore concepts from Algebra, Geometry, Statistics, and Probability.  Through the use of technology students are exposed to a wide range of topics with an emphasis on application.  A TI-83/84 series calculator is required.  This course does not count toward the 3 Math credits needed for graduation.
     .5 Credit

Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra

            Level 3

                     Grades 11-12

Mathematics Course Sequence


     

   






M U S I C
CHORUS





Course #6340

An ensemble class dedicated to performance of choral literature.  Repertoire is drawn from a variety of styles in order to give students as varied a musical experience as their abilities allow.  There is an emphasis on developing singing skills, and the pure enjoyment of singing.  This is a full-year course and required performances include a winter and spring concert, as well as Thomaston High School graduation.  Students are encouraged to participate in music festivals including All-State, Berkshire League, ACDA Honors Choir, and university festivals.  Any student with a desire to sing is encouraged to enroll.  New students to the program will be accepted and placed through an audition process to determine vocal level.


1 Credit




No Prerequisite


Level 4




Grades 9 – 12

INTRODUCTION TO BAND

        Course #6305

A preparatory class devoted to developing the individual skills necessary to becoming an ensemble musician.  Open to students in grades 7-12, this class is intended for students interested in learning an instrument and being a member of a performing ensemble.  No prior experience necessary. Repertoire is drawn from a variety of styles in order to give students as varied a musical experience as their abilities allow.  Students enrolled in the Introduction to Band class (and who are prepared to do so) will be expected to join with members of the “Band” class for all public performances.  Students are encouraged to participate in other music festivals including All-State and Berkshire League festivals. Bass players are also welcome.


1 Credit




No Prerequisite


Level 4




Grades 9 – 12

BAND










Course #6310









An ensemble class dedicated to the performance of wind band literature.  This class is open to students in students in grades 7-12; with preference to those students have prior experience.  Repertoire is drawn from a variety of styles in order to give students as varied a musical experience as their abilities allow.  Smaller sub-groupings may be formed with the intention of exploring and performing more modern genres, such as jazz, blues, and rock.  Emphasis is placed on developing playing skills and enjoying music.  Students must play in all public performances.  Students are encouraged to participate in other music festivals including All-State and Berkshire League festivals. Bass players are also welcome.


1 Credit




No Prerequisite


Level 3




Grades 9 – 12

MUSIC THEORY





Course #6380

Music Theory is a semester long course design to introduce the student to the fundamentals, resources, and practices of Western music from the 17th century to the present day.  Through class discussion, listening experiences, assignments, and composition projects, students will develop a foundation of knowledge of the following musical elements: melody, harmony, rhythm, form, and composition.  This class is an excellent choice for students interested in music, composition, or those who plan to continue studying music beyond high school.



.5 Credit




No Prerequisite


Level 3




Grades 9 – 12

SCHOOL-TO-CAREER

The following courses are open to students in grades 9 – 12.  Students must apply for each course with the School-to-Career Coordinator.  Emphasis will be place on academic and employability skills through teacher and employer evaluations.  No more then .5 credit in any school-to-career program may be used to satisfy graduation requirements.

WORK PROGRAM

A half-year course open to students in grades 10-12.  Students work 200 paid hours at a work site connected to a career interest.  This course is designed to assist students with vocational and employability skills needed in the work place.  Employers evaluate the student’s performance according to the SCAN Skills and the student must complete a work-centered report.

.5 Credit

Working Papers



Grades 10-12

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER

A half-year course open to students in grades 9-12.  Students must volunteer 50 hours in a project, class or club with direct service to the community.  Passing evaluation from the advisor or teacher and documented hours of service are required.

           .5 Credit

No Pre-requisite



Grades 9-12

WORK VOLUNTEER

A half-year course designed to teach vocational and social skills at the work site.  The work site must be related to the student career interest and 50 hours of unpaid work must be completed during a semester.  Passing evaluations from employer for work performed, and completion of a work-centered report are required.

             .5 Credit

No Pre-requisite



Grades 9-12

INTERNSHIP

A half-year course that is open to seniors.  It is a program designed to provide a meaningful work-based learning experience for students in their career interest area, which reinforces and makes relevant the classroom learning experience.  Students will intern for 60 hours per semester.

Requirements:

· Maintain a weekly journal

· Evaluated quarterly by employer based on work related competencies

· Complete a related project for presentation at end of internship

· Maintain good attendance at intern site (three absences allowed)

            .5 Credit
                                         Pre-requisite:  Job shadow at Intern site prior

      to application.  Teacher or guidance 

      counselor recommendation suggested.  

      Grade 12


S C I E N C E
 INTEGRATED SCIENCE (3)






Course #4130

This course deals with various branches of physical science as they apply to the earth and the environment, including energy transformations, chemical structures and properties, and global interdependence.  Energy transformations include interactions between energy and matter at both the molecular level and in the environment.  The study of chemical structures and properties include chemical reactions, chemical properties, and applications of chemical technologies.  Global interdependence stresses the understanding that matter is recycled through natural systems and the influence human demand has on these systems.  Student explorations of the relationships between matter and different types of energy are reinforced by laboratory activities.


1 Credit





No Prerequisite


Level 3





Grades 9 –12

 BIOLOGY (3)








Course #4230
This course covers living organisms from the simplest to the most complex, which includes topics on cellular structure and function, microbes, sexual and asexual reproduction, molecular biology, heredity and evolution.  The interaction between living organisms and their environments will be investigated.


1 Credit (includes lab period)



No Prerequisite


Level 3





Grades 9-12

BIOLOGY (2)








Course #4220

This course covers living organisms from the simplest to the most complex, which includes topics on cellular structure and function, microbes, sexual and asexual reproduction, molecular biology, heredity, and evolution.  The interaction between living organisms and their environments will be investigated.  This honors course will cover these topics in greater detail.

1 Credit (includes lab period)



Prerequisite: B+ in previous Science course

Level 2                                                                                 Grades 9-10
CHEMISTRY (3)








Course #4330

Chemistry is the science dealing with the composition of materials and changes that these materials may undergo.  A strong emphasis is placed on real-world applications of chemistry, laboratory procedures, and problem solving.  Students must have taken Algebra or be currently enrolled in an algebra course.


1 Credit (includes 1 lab period)

           
Prerequisite: Biology 


Level 3






         Grades 10-12

CHEMISTRY (2)








Course #4310

Chemistry is the science dealing with the composition of materials and changes that these materials may undergo.  A strong emphasis is placed on analytical chemistry, laboratory procedures, and problem solving.  This is an accelerated course intended for students with strong science and math backgrounds.  Students must have passed Advanced Algebra or be currently enrolled in it.


1 Credit (includes 1 lab period)


Prerequisite:  Biology and B+ in

Level 2





                      Algebra 









                      Grade 10 -12

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (3)





Course #4320

Environmental Science will begin with an introduction to ecology, during which time students will explore the diversity and complexity of interactions in various biomes ecosystems.  The second half of the course will focus on how humans impact the environment, leading to enhanced awareness and understanding of some of the major environmental problems facing us today.  Students involved in Envirothon are strongly encouraged to enroll in this course.


1 Credit (includes lab period)


 
 Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry 


Level 3





                      Grades 11 – 12

ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY (2)





Course #4360

This is a college preparatory human anatomy and physiology course designed for students who are considering a career in the sciences, particularly life sciences, medical sciences, or sports medicine. It covers basic life chemistry, organization of the human body, cells, tissues, and body systems. Further material addresses health issues and common disorders. Animal dissection is included.


1 Credit (includes lab period) 
                Prerequisite: B+ in Biology (3) or Level 2

                                     B- Biology (2) and

College Career Pathway Credit Grade 11-12                                    Chemistry                                                                   
                                     Grades 11-12                                     

PHYSICS (2)   





Course #4420

Physics deals with various types of energy, the transformation of that energy and the behavior of matter in relation to energy.  A strong emphasis is placed upon laboratory investigations and problem solving that stresses analysis and critical thinking skills.  Topics include the study of classical mechanics, i.e. the relationship between force, motion, work, energy and power, gravitation and planetary motion, wave motion and vibrations, fluid power and heat, electricity and magnetism.  Included is a look at modern theoretical physics and its expansion on Newtonian Physics.  Students must have passed Pre Calculus or be currently enrolled in it.

1 Credit (Includes lab period)



Prerequisite: B in Advanced Algebra

Level 2





                     and Chemistry 






                                 Grade 11 – 12

ROBOTICS (2)








Course #4430
This course will teach fundamental topics in robotics. Students will apply the scientific method and build on physics and mathematics concepts by investigative research that requires inquiry, data collection, and
analysis. Students will
study the basics
of PLC (Programmable Logic Controller) and how PLC's influence the industrial environment. Students will be able to write computer programs that can be used to control the processes. Students will be able to write and debug software. Students will study and gain practice in aspects of mechanical engineering (gear ratios, level laws, torque), computer programming (RobotC language), and electronics (Ohm's law, use of a multimeter, radio signal transmission). Using the engineering design team concept as a model, students will work in small groups to research, design, program, and construct robotic devices. Students must be computer proficient and enjoy creating mechanical processes from abstract ideas.  

1 Credit (Includes lab period)


Prerequisite: Physics (or currently enrolled)

Level 2





         Grade:  11 – 12

         

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY (1)     




Course #4500

This course is equivalent to an introductory college biology course and will follow the A.P. Biology Syllabus administered by the Educational Testing Service.  While there will be an emphasis on Molecular Biology, a wide range of topics will be covered, including cell structure and physiology, classical and molecular genetics, population genetics and evolution, plant and animal systems and physiology, and ecology.  Laboratory investigations in each of these topics are an integral part of this course.  In addition, students will be required to take the A.P. Biology Exam and write a research paper.  Students who successfully complete the A.P. Exam can generally receive college credit for Introductory Biology, depending on their college’s A.P. scoring policy.


1 Credit (Includes lab period)


Prerequisite:  A in Biology (3) or B+ in 


Level 1




                      Biology (2) and B+ Chemistry (2)









          and Teacher Recommendation








                      Grade 11 - 12
          


Science Course Sequence

     

   







S O C I A L   S T U D I E S
WORLD CIVILIZATION (2)    





Course #2100

Intended to serve as a first year course in world history, this course covers world civilization from ancient times to the 1600’s.  Emphasis is on the political, economic, and social structures of civilizations – East and West, but particularly on Western ideas and institutions which influence contemporary civilization.  This course emphasizes critical reading and thinking as well as document analysis.  The ability to write a cohesive five paragraph essay is expected.  Independent research skills will be emphasized.

1 Credit




Prerequisite:  B+ in grade 8 Social Studies

Level 2





            Grades 9-12

WORLD CIVILIZATION (3) 





Course #2110
Intended to serve as a first year course in world history, this course covers world civilization from ancient times to 1600 A.D.  Emphasis is on the political, economic, and social structures of civilizations, particularly those which have influenced contemporary civilization.  This course will develop critical reading and thinking and enable students to strengthen writing skills.  The development of basic research skills will be emphasized.  Development of essay writing skills will be addressed.

1 Credit





No Prerequisite

Level 3





Grades 9-12               

WORLD BACKGROUND FOR AMERICAN HISTORY (2)   


Course #2200

World Background for American History deals with the social, political and economic development of the nations of the world from 1500 to the 20th century.  Major themes of modern history will be explored including absolutism, revolution, industrialization, liberalism, socialism, nationalism, imperialism, conflict and conflict resolution.  This course requires very strong critical reading and analytical writing skills.  These skills will be developed by extensive use of primary sources and frequent essay writing.  Students are expected to demonstrate independent research skills in oral presentations and research papers.

1 Credit




Prerequisite: B- in World Civilization (2) or


Level 2





         B+ in World Civilization (3)









         Grades 10-12


THE MODERN WORLD (3)    





Course #2210
The Modern World focuses on the political, economic, and social development of contemporary civilization.  Major themes including the development of democracy, industrialization, imperialism, conflict and conflict resolution will be explored.  This course will develop and expand critical thinking and writing skills.  Students will learn to develop research skills for oral and written presentation.  Essay writing will also be emphasized.  This course is highly recommended as preparation for U.S. History and CAPT preparation.

1 Credit





No Prerequisite

Level 3





Grades 10-12              

UNITED STATES HISTORY (3)        





Course #2310

United States History explores the truly fascinating story of our country's history.  This required program offers students a comprehensive survey of the main themes and concepts of United States history.  Within the framework of this survey, vivid details about American life provide for concrete learning experiences.

United States History presents broad social, political and economic developments of each period in our history with particular emphasis on the lives of the people.  This development of our country's history has been placed in a framework of world events.  Students develop skills in analyzing and evaluating major issues and in interpreting historical material.

1 Credit





No Prerequisite


Level 3



         
 
Grade 11

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY (1)    

Course #2500

This program is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States History.  Students will learn to assess historical materials, their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability and their importance, and to weigh the evidence presented in historical scholarship.  Students will develop skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.

1 Credit



Prerequisite: A- in Modern World or 

Level 1                                                                     B+ in World Background and







                     Teacher Recommendation







         Grade 11
                                                                                       






         

CIVICS:  AMERICAN AND WORLD CITIZENSHIP (1) 


Course #2400

The NEW YORK TIMES is used daily in this class.  The course is designed to assist the student in understanding and evaluating the complex problems of the present day world.  Students are given an opportunity to express their individual opinions and to engage in critical analysis of the opinion of others.  Thinking, writing and research skills are emphasized.  Students are required to write a term paper and to do other individual research projects each marking period.  It is recommended that students taking this course have had above average performance in World Background for American History and Advanced Placement U.S. History.  This course meets state requirements for civics education.


1 Credit


Prerequisite: A- US History (3) and B+ in 


Level 1                                                         World Background or AP U.S. History

                                                         and Teacher Recommendation






         Grade 12                 

CIVICS AND CONTEMPORARY ISSUES (3)  




Course # 2425 

Weekly news magazines will be used in this class to focus on understanding issues affecting the world.  Students will discuss and analyze world events and explore their historical basis.  Thinking, speaking and writing skills are emphasized.  The student may enroll in this course as an elective for one half of the year and earn ½ credit, or the full year for 1 credit.  This course meets state requirements for civics education.


.5 Credit 




Prerequisite:  U.S. History


Level 3





          Grade 12

CIVICS AND THE LAW (3)       






Course #2430

Practical Law focuses on law that is of sensible use in everyday life.  The course is designed to provide students with an understanding of their legal rights and responsibilities, a knowledge of everyday legal problems and the ability to analyze, evaluate, and in some cases, resolve legal disputes.

Areas of law covered will include constitutional law, criminal and juvenile justice, individual rights, and civil rights, and selecting an attorney.  This course meets state requirements for civics education.


.5 Credit





Prerequisite: U. S. History


Level 3





         
          Grade 12 

PSYCHOLOGY  (3)  







Course #2460

Psychology introduces students to the field with an emphasis on social psychology, the study of individuals in interaction with others, including individuals as well as groups.  The course will examine the methods used by social psychologists to understand human behavior and some of the most important social concepts and theories.  The course will provide students a framework for application of the social psychological perspective to their own lives and their interactions with other people and groups.


.5 credit




   Prerequisite:  U.S. History


Level 3




                         Grade 12

MODERN AMERICAN STUDIES (2)





Course #2325

This is a two-section course being offered in conjunction with English Department. Students are required to take both sections, which will be graded separately. The history section will cover the cause and effect of post-World War II Cold War, civil rights and counter culture movements along with the women’s movement and Johnston’s Great Society Program. Special emphasis on the decade of the 1960s is included. The English section will begin with an overview of protest literature focus on speeches, writing, and lyrics that dominated the movements of the 1960 while also studying the more contemporary Gulf War literature.


.5 credit




     Prerequisite: B+ in U.S. History


Level 3




   

  Grades 12

THIS COURSE MUST BE TAKEN ALONG WITH THE COMPANION

MODERN AMERICAN LITERATURE COURSE.
Social Studies Course Sequence

     

   


TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION
CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY  (4)





Course #6505

This course instructs students in the basic fundamentals of the construction industry.  Students will learn the steps involved in constructing a residential house on-site through various hands on activities.  The activities include but are not limited to the following:  framing, plumbing, electrical, sheet rocking, and roofing.  Students will also plan, design and construct individual and group projects utilizing the tools, equipment and machines needed to complete these projects.  Safe handling of tools and equipment, proper planning techniques and teamwork will be emphasized in this class.

.5 Credit





No Prerequisite

            Level 4


Grades 9-12     
MANUFACTURING  (4) 





Course #6506

This course will instruct students in the workings of the manufacturing industry through a variety of individual and group activities.  Activities will include individual projects planned, designed, manufactured and marketed using conventional tools, equipment and marketing strategies.  Students will also complete an enterprise mass production project as a class activity or in small groups and prepare written and/or video documentation of their work.  The manufacturing industry of Thomaston and/or the surrounding area will also be explored.

.5 Credit





No Prerequisite

            Level 4





Grade 9 –12


CAD I (Basic Drafting Techniques) (3)  



                        Course #6535

This course is designed to introduce students to the world of drafting using traditional methods of instruction as an introduction and progressing to CAD as the primary tool of instruction.  Students will learn how to create single view and multi-view drawings using graph paper, mechanical drawing equipment and CAD.  Students will also learn the commands necessary to produce basic isometric drawings as well.  This course is a hands on learning experience that reinforces basic math skills, technological literacy, academic and personal development and technical knowledge.  Individual ability is taken into consideration and students are challenged to achieve to their highest level, knowledge, and career awareness.  Emphasis is placed on individual ability and students progress at their own rate.

.5 Credit





No Prerequisite
            Level  4





Grades 9-12        

CAD II  (Advanced Drafting Principles) (3)  




Course #6540

This course is designed for the student who has an interest in learning the advance concepts of producing drawings used in industry utilizing the computer and the corresponding CAD software.  Students will be guided through the correct commands to learn how to produce orthographic, section view, auxiliary view, and working drawings.  Proper dimensioning techniques and model making will be included to help with the problem solving tasks required to complete the drawings.  Students with engineering and/or manufacturing career interests will most benefit from this course. 

1 Credit





Prerequisite: CAD I

Level 3






         Grades 10-12    

CAD III (Architecture and Solid Modeling) (3)




Course #6550
This course will allow students the opportunity to experience the basic drafting techniques, building codes and conventions used in producing architectural drawings.  Students will utilize CAD software to produce a set of residential house plans.  Students will research different examples of house plans on the Internet, trade magazines and other sources before deciding on their house design.   Students will also construct a scale model of their house to match their specifications.  Students will also be introduced to basic Solid Modeling procedures and techniques as they are applied in manufacturing and industry as well as Master Cam software to produce projects on a computer aided router.


1 Credit





Prerequisite: CAD II


Level 3






         Grades 10 – 12

LANDSCAPE DESIGN (4)







Course #6570
This course guides students through the fundamentals of landscaping and landscape design.  Students will learn how flowers, shrubs and tree’s can affect curb appeal and enhance property values within the community.  Individual and group activities will include planned design, planting techniques and seasonal care of plants and flowers in a community landscaping setting.  In addition to classroom study and hands on learning, students will be given the opportunity to create and build a group project in the construction shop that has a landscaping theme.  Specifics of this project to be determined by individual talent, work ethic and creative flair of the landscaping and design students.

           
.5 Credit





No Prerequisite


Level 4





Grades 9 – 12

Woodworking I and II (3)





 
           Course #6507

The courses are designed to give students in woodworking, full access to all power tools and equipment in the Tech Ed. Shop.  Under the guidance of the Tech Ed instructor, all students will plan, create blueprints and build products in accordance with the woodworking industry.  Students will work independently on their projects.  Each student will work to the full potential of his or her capabilities.  All projects assigned will be at the level of difficulty appropriate to the student.  Once completed the projects will be the personal property of the student.  All lumber and basic hardware will be provided by the Tech Ed Department.  Students are responsible for all specialty hardware.


.5 credit




Prerequisite: Construction Technology, 


Level 3





          Manufacturing Technology and            CAD I

BRISTOL TECHNICAL EDUCATION CENTER
Purpose:

The programs at the Bristol Technical Education Center (BTEC) prepare students for entry-level employment or for higher education through theoretical and hands on experiences to serve the needs of business and industry.

Program:

BTEC offers a ten-month intensive program in each technical area, which is open to junior or senior high school students.  Upon successful completion of the program, students receive a Technical Certificate.  In addition to the technical training, English, Social Studies and Math are taught.  Students receive seven credits per year from BTEC and graduate from their local high school.

Tuition:

There is no tuition for high school students.  All students must obtain the basic tools needed in their technical area and are expected to purchase clothing and equipment necessary to meet certification and safety requirements.

Admission Procedures:

Any individual who wishes to be considered for admission to the Bristol Technical Education Center must file a Bristol Technical Education Center application form, which is available through the Guidance Department in the high school.

Students must carefully schedule their courses in conjunction with their counselor beginning with the sophomore year in order to meet the necessary scheduling requirements.

Selection of applicants is determined by a cooperative effort between sending school counselors and the Bristol Technical Education Center Guidance Department on the basis of the following criteria:  completion of the necessary state and high school requirements, academic achievement, attendance, interview, and availability of openings in the desired trade area.

Programs at Bristol Tech:

· Automotive Technology

· Culinary Arts

· Electronics

· Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration (HVACR)

· Manufacturing Technology

· Welding/Metal Fabrication

Technology Course Descriptions:

Automotive Technology – The automotive area offers instruction in the diagnosis and service techniques for motor vehicles.  The first semester consists of a laboratory program where theory instruction is combined with practical application on operational jobs and projects.  The second semester consists of theory programs with actual service and repair of late model customer-owned vehicles.  The student works in a service atmosphere under the supervision of an instructer.

Culinary Arts – Students train to enter the culinary arts field as apprentice cooks, chefs or bakers in the hotel and restaurant industry.  The course provides instruction in planning and preparing menus.  Instruction emphasizes recipes, proper food preparation, baking, ordering, inventory control, dining room management and banquet and catering service.  The total program is planned to raise the level of student proficiency through both production and individual dining experience.  A modern cafeteria kitchen serves as the training area for the program.

Electronics – Students receive instruction in AC/DC theory, motors and motor controls, with emphasis on solid-state devices, digital electronics theory, and practical trouble shooting and servicing of electronic equipment.  Electricity and house wiring is also covered.  Students apply the above to the repair, troubleshooting and servicing of electronic equipment, office machines and computers.  Students receive credit toward an apprenticeship in the electrical field.

Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration (HVACR) – Students receive instruction in a broad range of environmental control areas, including heating, cooling and refrigeration systems.  This includes basic electricity, circuitry, troubleshooting and the methods used for the installation of types of heating, cooling and refrigeration systems.  Instruction is given on commercial and residential central air conditioning, ventilation, boilers and burners.  Students receive credit toward apprenticeship in air conditioning, heating, cooling, oil burners or plumbing.  EPA Certification is also offered.

Manufacturing Technology – The Manufacturing Technology Program provides instruction on metal millers, grinders, lathes, and computer numerical machinery (CNC).  The machines contain computer controllers that direct the machine’s operation.  Theory is taught everyday and is directed to all phases of information needed to use the various machines and machine accessories, as well as, set up and operational procedures.  The remainder of the day is project oriented, and the students make the tools necessary, such as V-blocks, 1-2-3 blocks and drill gauges.

Welding – The welding profession is a very important part of the manufacturing and construction field.  Students receive training in all phases of welding including: Oxyacetylene Cutting and Brazing, Shielding Metal-Arc, M.I.G., T.I.G., and Plasma Cutting and Welding.  Students receive instruction in shop math, blueprint reading, welding theory and safety.  The students are exposed to fabrication and repair through production work and projects using various types of metals.  Certification is available for students who successfully complete the course.

Mathematical Modeling (3) ½ yr





Electives





Trigonometry (3) 1 yr.





Geometry (2)





Pre-Calculus (2)





Advanced Algebra (2)





Advanced Algebra (3)





Geometry (3)





Algebra (3)





Statistics (2) 1 yr.





AP Calculus 


AB (1)





SAT Review (3) ½ yr.





Biology (2)





Chemistry (2)





IPS (3)





Chemistry (3)





Biology (3)





Anatomy & Physiology(2)





AP Biology (1)





Environmental Science (3)





Physics (2)





AP Biology(1)





Anatomy & Physiology(2)





Physics (2)





Electives





Electives





½ year Electives





Modern World History (3)





World Civilization (3)





U.S. History (3)





Modern Amer. Studies (2)





WBAH (2)





AP U.S. History (1)





AWC (1)





World Civilization (2)





Civics & The Law (2)





Civics & Cont. Issues (3)





Psychology (3)
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