
Photo Ð  Jordan Carr 
If a student is caught with a bottle of water or other drink, 
the drink must be poured out. 

Turn to page 7. 
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ther deter students from skipping 
school. 
     History teacher William Ryan 
argues that the policy is fair because 
it is applied to all students equally.  
ªA student shouldn' t be out of 
school for that long no matter what 
the circumstances are,º Ryan stated. 
     Michelle Dayton, the Digital Me-
dia teacher at Thomaston, concurs 
with Ryan, adding that no student 
should be able to miss 20 days of 
school and still be able to pass the 
course' s expectations. 

you shouldn' t be able to fail if you 
maintain a good grade, but miss 
school,º argues Aaron Heller, a 17-
year old Senior. 
     While some complain that the pol-
icy is excessive or not fair, others 
have no problem with it. 
     Steve Bosco, 16, points out that 20 
absences is ªa lot of time to be out of 
school.º 
     Anthony Nardella, a Senior, be-
lieves that the attendance policy 
should be even stricter.  He says that 
it should be more difficult to appeal 
the attendance policy than it currently 
is.  Current policy allows some ab-
sences to be excused for reasons 
deemed legitimate, such as a death in 
the family or an illness that is verified 
with a doctor' s note. Unexcused rea-
sons for absences include going on 
vacation and just wanting to stay 
home.  Nardella thinks that making 
the appeal process harder would fur-

parents know that their absences are 
adding up.  
     James Wenker, principal  at 
Thomaston, believes the attendance 
policy is beneficial. ªThe system that 
is in place has shown us signs of im-
provement with attendance as long as 
there is a punishment for either being 
tardy or just not coming (to school) at 
all,º said Wenker. 
     Some students, however, disagree 
with the policy.  Senior Jackie Hen-
derson, 17, believes the attendance 
policy is terrible.  ªYou can fail a 
class for being absent and that is ri-
diculous,º she said, adding that she 
has been absent from school three 
times because she just did not feel 
like coming to school. 
     Students who fail due to absences 
face taking some of the same classes 
again the following year or not being 
able to graduate on time. 
     ªIf you are doing well in school 

by Alex Dunn 
and Keith April 
 

     As the end of the 2007-2008 
school year begins to slow to a stop, 
several students who have disre-
garded the attendance policy may 
find themselves facing an unappeal-
ing punishment.  Failure in one or 
more courses.  For many students, 
this raises the question of whether 
the attendance policy is fair to all 
students or simply a rule made for 
the sake of making a rule. 
     The policy, which was imple-
mented at Thomaston High School 
at the start of 2006, calls for a fail-
ing grade for any student who 
misses 20 days in a full-year class 
and 10 days in a half-year class. 
Students are sent a letter after the 
fifth absence for a half-year class 
and the tenth absence for a full-year 
class, letting the student and their 
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by Tammy Rieley 

     Thomaston High School students are not allowed to have water bottles during 
the school day according to a new rule set in place recently. 
     Most of the students do not think this new policy, which states that they are not 
allowed to have water bottles in class, is rational.  ªThere is nothing wrong with 
water,º says Freshman Melissa Mohamed.. 
     Unfortunately, water is not the problem.  At a recent seventh and eighth grade 
dance, a student was caught with an alcoholic beverage concealed in a water bot-
tle. Since then, Thomaston High' s water bottle policy has been re-instated. 
     Some students feel they are being punished for something they did not do. ªIt' s 
not fair,º says Freshman Jordan Carr about the prohibition of bottled water in the 
class room.  ªI didn' t do anything wrong.º 
     Not all students are opposed to the newly created policy. Tia Paul, a Junior, be-
lieves that this is a necessary change. ªToo many people are trying to sneak in al-
cohol,º she said.  She added that without the policy, some students may take ad-
vantage of the situation. ªIt' s more likely high school students will not get 
caught.º 
     Another point that Paul makes is the fact that the students, if needed, can obtain 
a pass to have a water bottle from the school nurse. This privilege is only given to 
those with medical reasons. 
     Eric Martin, a Thomaston High School English teacher, said of the policy,  
ª[Water bottles are] a distraction in class.º  He went on to explain that the bigger 
distraction is when bottles are spilled. ªThe school also provides water fountains,º 
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he said, pointing to the fact that no student will suffer from dehydration 
during the school day.  This teacher feels that it is for the betterment 
and safety of the student body that the new guidelines are enforced. 
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To contact us at any time, send an email to:  
THSgrizzlynews@gmail.com 

D uring the last few years, 
the new administration 

has established many new rules and 
bylaws.  Among all of these lies a 
very controversial issue regarding the 
release of seniors who have seventh 
period study hall, a traditional privi-
lege that many past seniors consid-
ered indispensable.  
     With the administration' s annul-
ment of this privilege, seniors are left 
asking: what' s next?   
     If you look at page 34 of the 
2004/2005 THS Student Handbook, 

classes.  Terryvi l le High School, 
Thomaston' s closest neighbor is an-
other school with a study hall dis-
missal policy.  Not only seniors, but 
also juniors, are permitted to leave the 
school if they have one or more study 
halls at the end of the day.   
    Terryville High School Principal 
Mike Cerruto is a fond believer in the 
senior/junior privileges dismissal pol-
icy.  He believes that both juniors and 

seniors should be allowed to leave 
early as a sort of ªrewardº for upper-
classmen. Cerruto says that if students 
are doing well academically, they can 
use this time for other activities, such 
as working at a job or running other 
errands. ªWhy force them to stay if 
they can better utilize their time?º 
Cerruto stated.   
 

        The students'  opinion of this policy 
at Thomaston High School is far from 
positive.  Many students believe that 
since seniors have been enjoying the 
early dismissal privilege for the last 
ten years, it should not have been dis-
carded in such a way. 
    The removal of this privilege along 
with many other newly instated regu-
lations has many students wondering 
what is to come of Thomaston High 
School in the future.   

you will find about half a page dedi-
cated to senior privileges. There are 
eleven bullet notes, each pertaining 
to a different regulation.  The first 
bullet note reads, ªSeniors who are 
passing all subjects with a C- are per-
mitted to leave during the last period 
of the day if they are scheduled for a 
study period at that time.º  In the 
new 2007/2008 handbook, this privi-
lege is nowhere to be found.   
    The rule was deleted from the 
pages of the THS school handbooks 
not too long ago. When it was re-
moved, many students felt that this 
was a blatant infringement of senior 

ªWhy force them to stay 
if they can better utilize 
their time?º  - Mike Cer-
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���Thank you for reading this edition of the school news-
paper. It took us a lot of work to put out this issue, so we 
hope you enjoy it! 
    If you would like to join the newspaper club or have an 
idea for an article, contact us or attend one of our meet-
ings, which are announced on the morning news. 
    If you wish to write a ªLetter to the Editor,º feel free to 
contact any of the editors in the adjacent column. The 
letter must be typed with a name on the paper so we can 
credit you. If you have any questions, comments, or con-
cerns, please contact our editors or staff advisor! 
 
Thank you and have a good day! 

Thomaston High School Rejects 
Senior Pr ivileges Dismissal Policy: 

Is I t the Last of its K ind? 
 

by Chris David 

tradition.  But the administration 
stated that a seventh period study hall, 
just like any other study hall, is part 
of every student' s school day, and 
thus, students should be present for 
it.   
 

     The latest student handbook, how-
ever, appears to contradict the asser-
tion that all study halls are a neces-
sary part of a senior' s day. In the 
2007/2008 edition there are three bul-
let notes that explain a senior' s study 
hall privileges. For instance, seniors 
are allowed to use the school patio, 
but not for playing games.  The hand-
book then states that seniors are al-
lowed to arrive late and skip their 
study hall in the event that it occurs 
on the first period at any given day of 
the week.  
 

     THS Vice Principal John Perrucci 
believes, in accordance with Principal 
James Wenker, that senior early dis-
missal privileges are not in the stu-
dents'  best interests. ªWhat was 
found was that the students were 
avoiding taking and dropping classes 
to get their last period off. It is impor-
tant that students take full advantage 
of all the offerings,º stated Perrucci. 
 

     The handbooks of Regional School 
District #6 (Wamogo), Watertown 
High School, and Regional School 
District #10 (Lewis S. Mills) all state 
that a senior is permitted to leave if 
that student has a seventh period 
study hall and maintains a C- in all 
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by Melissa Mohamed 
 
 

����  tress is defined as a 
mental or emotional 
state of tension or dis-

tress.  Sound familiar? It should, be-
cause more than eighty percent of 
the United States suffers from this. 
Recently medical studies have 
shown the negative effects too much 
stress can have on one' s health and 
mental well-being. 
     Stress is especially noticeable in 
high school students. With extra 
curriculars, such as sports and stu-
dent council, after-school jobs, re-
sponsibilities at home, socializing 
with friends, and peer pressure, not 
to mention homework, major tests, 
and starting to think about one' s fu-
t u r e,  w h o  w o u l d n ©t  b e 
stressed?                       
  For seniors stress comes from ap-
plying to colleges and studying for 
SATs. Danielle Mohamed, 18, who 
graduated last year, says, "What 
stressed me out most during senior 
year was maintaining relationships 
wi th peers i n the school 
and struggling with the fact that I 
was going to have to depend on my-
self after high school." 
     Many seniors have developed the 
same stress.  As Mohamed ex-

pressed it, you now have to cope 
with the fact that you©re an adult, 
and trying not to depend on the peo-
ple who have taken care of you for so 
long is a difficult and sometimes 
frightening thing to do.             
     For  juniors  stress  comes  from  
wanting  to  do  well  on  the  SATs   
and maintaining grades, so that you 
can impress colleges which increas-
ingly are looking for a higher level of 
achievement in the students they ad-
mit. It all can be very intimidating to 
juniors because, as with the seniors, 
the pressure about college from 
teachers and parents can some-
times just make a student want to rip 
out her hair . Sophomores have to 
take CAPTs, the state-required tests 
in all subject areas, and, at the same 
time, try to find colleges that have 
the options they need in order 
to pursue the course in life that they 
want to take. Just thinking about 
that can be frightening. 
     Freshmen  have  to  adjust  to  the 
transition from middle school to high   
school and the increasing work 
load.  Pressure is a major aspect that 
adds to stress. Pressure comes from  
teachers, peers, and parents. The 
pressure from teachers is there when 
they  say "I expected more of you" or 
"You really need to start thinking se-
riously about your choices because 
the real world is right around the cor-

ner." What if you really are trying 
your hardest? What do you do then? 
Pressure from parents can be about 
grades, colleges, and friends. Doing 
your best may not always meet 
their standards. Pulling off a B in 
World Civil izations may mean 
you' ve worked your hardest, but par-
ents who expect an A don©t always 
appreciate the effort it took to get 
that B.  
     Pressure from students can be a 
multitude of things. We©ve all been to 

those assemblies where they tell you 
that doing drugs just to fit in doesn©t 
make you "cool" or "hip."  Most stu-
dents want to shout, ªGet real!º   
Many students believe that most 
adults have no idea what it really is 
like to be in their shoes in those types 
of situations.  It is more than a matter 

of saying yes or no. It©s a decision 
that not only will affect who you are 
now and how much you may be ac-
cepted, but also that will affect who 
you will be for years to come. 
    There are different levels of stress 
for different people. Teenagers have 
to deal with the unreasonable de-
mands placed upon them by school, 
parents, teachers, and coaches. Some 
people may not understand, but there 
are people who do. It is good to have 
someone to talk to about stress. 

Talking to your school social worker 
or another adult you trust can help.  
Adults were teenagers once and most 
can relate to the pressures teens feel. 
Even talking to a friend can ease 
stress.  The important thing is to let 
someone know.  Don©t keep stress 
bottled up.  
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     Thanks to freshman Pat Martin, the Grizzly has a new masthead that 
incorporates the school' s mascot Ð  the Grizzly Bear. 
 
     Martin worked on the masthead for an assignment in Karen Zy-
jeski' s computers class. His idea was chosen by the Grizzly staff  and 
incorporated into the new masthead. 
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by Conner Hackert 

 
     The Thomaston High School 
wrestling team finished what could 
be called a rebuilding season in 
comparison to last year. After win-
ning the Berkshire League and com-
ing in second in Class S last year, the 
team still had 4 Berkshire League 
champions and continued to have a 
winning season. In addition, they 
had one of their star wrestlers, Collin 
Platt, become the first Class S state 
champion in wrestling. 
 

     In their seven years of existence, 
this is the team's first time having a 
champion in Class S. Platt finished 
the season with a 33-4 record, and 
was named the Berkshire League' s 
Most Outstanding Wrestler. 
     Undoubtedly, as the season pro-
gressed, the team became 
more united and as a result, started to 
win more. They have yet to have a 
losing season under their belt.  
 

     The end of the season was defi-
nitely the highlight for the team, hav-
ing all four of their finalists in the 

       

Age: 17 
Sports: Soccer, grades 11-12; 
Basketball , grades 9-12,;
Baseball,  grades 9-11 

Award: Captain of the 
Thomaston Boys Basketball 
team. 
 

What is your most memo-
rable sports moment (for 
the team and an accom-
plishment for yourself)? 
    My most memorable sports mo-
ment was during soccer season when 
we played the Gilbert night game. 
We really needed a win, a confi-
dence boost, and that' s what we got. 
Everyone contributed, and everyone 
played the best that I have ever seen 
us play. Personally, I probably had 
on of my best games of soccer that 
night, and beating them felt so amaz-
ing because we aren©t used to beating 
a decent quality school. Before that, 
we have only beaten Wolcott Tech 
once in a while or Terryville once in 
a while, so to beat a different school 
especially in soccer (a sport that has 
been suffering in the win column) 
felt great.  
 

What are your favorite sports 
teams or players? 
     New York Giants and Jeremy 
Shockey. 
 

What sports players (alive or 
dead) do you find most inspira-
tional to you as an athlete?  
     Michael Jordan and Jeremy 
Shockey. 
 

What is your favorite sport 
overall (that you play or don©t 
play)?    
     Football. 
 

How to you cool your nerves 
before a game? 
     Listen to music, either Eve 6, 
Rise Against, Escape the Fate, or 
Jack Johnson. Jack Johnson doesn©t 
exactly fit in with the rest of bands, 
but for some reason I always seemed 
to play well when I listened to him. 
 

Have you had any injuries that 
have kept you from playing a 
sport for prolonged periods of 
time? How did you get them? 

Berkshire League, win. Alan Sanford 
(103), Connor Hackert (140), Francis 
Gelada (145), and Collin Platt (160) 
all won the League Tournament. Ge-

lada added to his outstanding season 
with a second place finish at the Class 
S tournament, only to be undermined 
9-2 by a State Open, runner-up from 
Rocky Hill. 
     Losing two of their outstanding 
seniors Collin Platt and Andrew Dun-
can, the team looks strong returning 
next year with 3 League champions 
and a strong line-up with six to-be 
seniors in it. 
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     I sprained my ankle very badly 
before the basketball season this 
year, which kept me out of the first 
couple games. It happened when I 
landed wrong while taking a shot in 
a scrimmage against Woodland. That 
was my first serious injury ever. 
 

What do you think are your 
teams biggest accomplish-
ments are this year for either 
Soccer or Basketball? 
     During the soccer season this 
year, our team bonded really well, 
and we are really starting to pull it 
together. We will probably be pretty 
good next year, just as long as we 
keep improving. 
     For our basketball season, we 
won three games in the first half of 
the year, which hasn©t been done in a 
while. Too bad we only won three 
more the second half, though. 
 

What school sport do you en-
joy playing the most? Why? 
     Basketball because I really enjoy 
playing. I have a lot of fun doing it, 
even though we didn©t win as many 
games as I would have liked. I can©t 
say I have any regrets. 
 

Are there any accomplish-
ments you hope your teams 
make next year?  Soccer Ð  Make 
the State Tournament    ; Basketball -
- Make the State Tournament; Base-
ball Ð  Win the State Tournament  
 

If Thomaston offered any dif-
ferent sport, what sport would 
you like them to pick up? 
     Football. 
 

What is the best part of playing 
team sports? 
     Making new friends and bonding 
with teammates. 

Collin Platt, 
Class S State Champion 

Photo Ð  Conner Hackert 
 

Freshman Alan Sanford at a recent match. 
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     The 2007-2008 boys'  basketball 
had a tough season. They went 6-14 
and are losing five seniors, three of 
which are starters. 
     Returning starters, Kyle Capaldo 
and Nick Johnston, will be the cap-
tains next year. 
     The Bears had a slow start, losing 
to Shepaug by ten, then  to North-
western by twenty-three. However, 

by Conner Hackert 
 
     The Thomaston girls'  basketball 
team had a phenomenal season. 
They began the Berkshire League 
Tournament by beating the defend-
ing champions Wamogo. They did 
fairly well in the Berkshire League, 
ending the regular season with a 13-
7 record. 
     However, it was not until the post 
season tournaments when the team 
started to gain a lot of momentum. 
They went into the semifinals of the 
Berkshire League Tournament only 

to fall short to the runner-up Shepaug.  
     In the Class S Tournament, they 
proved they were a force to be reck-
oned with. As a twelfth seed, the 
team dominated O'Brien Tech in the 
round  of  thirty-two  65 - 12. 
     In the second round, they pulled 
off a major  upset against fifth seed 
Bolton in what could be described as 
a nerve racking game. 
     The girls then advanced to the 
quarterfinals of the State Tournament 
where they faced twentieth seed, 

by Conner Hackert 
           
     Considering this is only its third 
year in existence, the Indoor Track 
team is doing really well for them-
selves. 
     Josh Olsen and Richard Klauber 
continue to dominate the sport of run-
ning in Connecticut. Both runners 
will definitely be remembered at 
Thomaston High for their outstanding 
accomplishments. Klauber added to 
his already extensive resume by win-
ning the state title in the 1,000 and 
3,200-meter races. Olsen got third in 
the 3,200 with teammate and senior 
Eric Normandin finished sixth. Both 
Olsen and Klauber are All-New Eng-
land athletes and earned Al l -
American cross-country honors. 
     Not only are both Klauber and Ol-
sen dominant, but also their 4X8 team 

consisting of them along with Ray 
LaPointe and Greg Lush have quali-
fied for the New England meet fin-
ishing fourth in the State. The team's 
distance field is extensive that their 
depth undoubtedly makes for a 
bright future. This bodes especially 
well considering their third place 
finish in the Class S meet where they 
fell short by only five points to win-
ner East Catholic. 
     The team will lose four of their 
outstanding athletes in Richard 
Klauber, Josh Olsen, Eric Nor-
mandin, and Greg Lush, in addition 
to seniors Jan Ruiz, Scott Fayer, Tim 
Farrell, and Connor Stack. However, 
the Indoor program is still growing 
and will remain a force in Class S, 
because of their elite distance group 
and solid performances put forth by 
their sprinters. 
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Cromwell. In a suspenseful triple-
overtime thriller, the team fell two 
points short of advancing to the semi-
finals. They started the game against 
Cromwell very well, but then started 
to struggle as the game progressed.  It 
was up to Senior Sara Sanford, who 
knocked down two 3-point shots in a 
row, to close the eight-point margin 
down to two. 
     With momentum on their side and 
less than a second to go, Lizzie Eber-
hardt hit a put back lay-up to put the 
game into overtime. 
     A f t er  t hr ee suspensef ul 
overtimes, it seemed the Bears had 
just plainly been out-reffed. 
     The team has a bright future ahead 
of them, finishing the season with a 
record of 16-9, and having four of 
their five starters returning. 

Photo Ð  Conner Hackert 
 

Lizzie Eberhardt takes a shot. 
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the team came back strong to salvage a 
win against Housatonic. 
     Overall, the Bears took a step back 
from last year when they lost two out-
standing seniors Cody Blair and Dave 
Green.  But the Thomaston Boys bas-
ketball team will be looking to do 
some damage in the Berkshire League 
next season.     Ð  CH 
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Thomaston's Kyle Capaldo drives past a Nonnewaug player. 
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JUNO is Basically  

Br illiant �

    The movie Juno is an amazing 
movie. Ellen Page is believable as a 
pregnant minor, Juno Macguff. Mi-
chael Cera is perfect at portraying 
Paulie Bleeker, Juno' s best friend, 
and her baby' s future father. Jennifer 
Garner and Jason Bateman play the 
strange couple who are (almost) all 
onboard to adopt Juno' s future child. 
    The jargon used in this movie is 
spectacular, and it fits with the odd-
ness of the characters. The whole 
cast plays phenol characters that will 
catch your attention, from hardened 
Dad and A/C connoisseur to cold-
fronted, warm-hearted Step Mom.
    Jason Reitman directs an extraor-
dinary film written by Diablo Cody, 
who won Best Original Screenplay. 
Other Academy nominations include 
Best Actress: Ellen Page, and Best 
Film. 

     Their take on how rock should be 
performed makes you fall in love 
with music all over again. Although 
Augustana has found their voice on 
this album, they limit themselves to 
their roots, which is nothing that 
can' t be changed. 
     This band definitely has the ability 
to grab your attention with their abili-
ties to set a mood with their instru-
ments. Augustana is a group that 
should not be missed.  
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   Their music seems to drown the 
room. Even though the lead 
singer' s voice is pure, their instru-
mental abilities are average. Their 
songs are lighthearted and heart-
breaking, a sound most new bands 
resort to on their first CD. How-
ever, they do know how to set a 
tone. ªBrightly Woundº reminds 
you of old games you used to play 
in pre-school, whereas ªLost at 
Seaº makes you feel like you are a 
shipwrecked sailor. Their music is 
good for any trip to the beach. Al-
though it doesn' t seem like they 
are any good, the CD is very en-
joyable.  
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     Anna Nalick speaks her mind 
both emotionally and politically. Her 
music seems to read your soul as if 
you were a book and tells stories 
from others. The instruments are 
there to add a dramatic effect to the 
irresistible tales. Her lyrics are pure 
poetry, and the instruments belt out 
their odes as well. ªBreath 2amº is a 
song that shows you do have 
strength when you are hiding, cry-
ing, and alone, while the song 
ªBleedº mirrors a break-up in her 
earlier adolescent years. Anna Na-
lick has been compared to Michelle 
Branch and Vanessa Carlton, but is a 
great solo artist herself. This artist 
should have a place in everyone' s 
collections and playlists.  
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     Augustana' s soothing lyrics and 
melodic choruses make this a band 
to hear. Their lyrics mesh perfectly 
with their instruments, almost as if 
they are the ones belting this poetry. 
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by Curtis Dunn  and Jordan Carr 
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by Mairead Carr 

ATONEMENT Turns to 

Instant Classic����
   A breathtaking feature that capti-
vates its audience from the first 
minute, Atonement is an instant 
classic. The love and war film of 
the century stars fresh new talent 
Saoirse Ronan, who was nomi-
nated for Best Supporting Actress 
at the 80th Academy Awards, mak-
ing her the 7th youngest ever to be 
nominated. Her body language and 
intensity in her eyes pours truth 
onto the screen. Other stellar per-
formances include Kiera Knightly 
as Briony' s (Ronan) older sister, 
Cecilia, and James McAvoy, por-
traying Cecilia' s illegitimate lover 
and gardener. War both within the 
family and in the country wreaks 
havoc throughout the sisters'  lives 
and tears them apart. Among the 
numerous awards won Atonement 
won in the Academy Awards and 
65th Golden Globes Awards for 
best original score. In addition 
Atonement won Best Picture/
Romance for the Golden Globes, 
61st Bri ti sh Academy Fi lm 
A wards, Gol den Tomatoes 
Awards, and was on multiple pres-
tigious top 10 lists. This film is a 
must-see and has my vote for best 
film of 2007. 
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Release Dates 
1. Juno will be released on 

DVD on April 15.  Rated PG-
13 for mature thematic mate-
rial, sexual content and lan-
guage. 

2. Atonement has just been  re-
leased on DVD . Rated R for 
disturbing war images, lan-
guage and some sexuality. 
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Column by Clint Eichman  
 

          Howdy, my name is Clint 
Eichman, and as you might have 
guessed, I am from Texas. Let me 
tell ya' ll a little about myself. 

          I lived in Texas my whole life 
up `til this year, and if you have ever 
met me in person you might' ve no-
ticed a not-so-subtle Southern twang 
when I speak. I love hard work out-
side in the heat and sun (you should 
see my farmer' s tan in the sum-
mer!).  I enjoy spending time with 
all my friends, listening to music 
(from country, like Dwight Yoakum, 
to heavy metal, like Lamb Of God), 
and playing guitar; I also love long 
midnight walks on the beach ¼ �

          So far, my time here in 
Thomaston, Connecticut has been an 
exciting new experience for me, and 
what can be described as a Southern 
Alien invasion of Thomaston High 
School. Students and teachers alike 
are always so curious about what my 
life in Texas was like.  Alas, I' ve 
found that there are some miscon-
ceptions; therefore I decided to clear 
up some topics with all of you.  So 
hop on your John Deere and let' s 
ride.�

          Topic #1) Texas Weather: 
The summers are HOT and DRY. 
We do get rain, but it comes in the 
form of super-cell thunderstorms 
that cause high-wind damage, 
deadly hail, and an occasional tor-
nado.�

        Winter is short, only a couple 
of months at worst.  But although 
they are short, Texas winters are 
mean with biting cold, freezing rain 
that can damage crops, and occa-
sional snow and sleet. Surprised yet?�

          You may have noticed that I 
skipped spring and fall, which is ok, 
because neither of them really exists 
in Texas�

          Topic #2) Transportation: 
No -- I have never ridden a horse to 

school.  No one does! We drive large 
metal machines with four rubber tires 
and an engine; NO --  NOT A TRAC-
TOR!!! We drive cars, trucks, vans, 
and motorcycles. Am I driving you 
crazy yet?�

          Topic #3) Geography: In a 
nutshell, Texas is more-or-less flat. 
However, there are varying degrees 
of flatness in the different regions in 
Texas.�

          West Texas: Basically all crops 
and widespread farming, which 
equals vast flatness. The largest cities 

in West Texas are Amarillo, Lub-
bock, and El Paso.�

          North Texas: A mixture of 
East Texas hill-country and West 
Texas flatness; this is where I lived. 
The largest cities in North Texas are 
Fort Worth, Dallas, and Garland.�

          East Texas: A.K.A. hi l l -
country, rolling hills, low and high 
growing coniferous forests, and 
streams, the works. �

          Central Texas: Very forested 
terrain, with state parks, etc. Cities 
include Austin and Houston.�

          South Texas: Large, and I 
mean LARGE, coastline right on the 
tropical and, not-to-mention, hurri-
cane-fueling Gulf of Mexico; beaches 
and surfing galore. Cities are Galves-
ton, Corpus Christi, and San Anto-
nio¼  ªRemember The Alamo!º �

          Topic #4) Travel Guide: Some 
of you may want to travel to Texas 
for the ªCowboy Experience.º I am 

here to help with some tips.�

         Tip #1) When you arrive in 
Texas, don' t be scared; almost every-
one around you will have somewhat 
of an accent.  It' s ok; just keep 
breathing.�

         Tip #2) Dress Appropriately. 
Remember I said that its HOT and 
DRY in Texas? Don' t bring a jacket 
if you are traveling to Texas during 
the months of March, April, May, 
June, July, August, September, Octo-
ber, and November. You can do it.�

         Tip #3) Don' t Say, ªHowdy!º 
If you are wandering around the 
world-famous Fort Worth Stock 
Yards, don' t say ªhowdyº to random 
and innocent Texans. Doing this 
automatically says ªTourist.º Just 
keep going.�

         Tip #4) Don' t Dress Like A 
Cowboy. For the most part, only 
some people dress like I do. So when 
picking out a wardrobe for your 
Texas adventure, do not use me as an 
example. And being that most people 
would ªover-doº the whole look, you 
probably would, too. Trust me, you 
don' t want to get off a plane looking 
like John Wayne, unless of course, 
you ARE John Wayne (which would 

be really weird, because he' s 
dead).  And please remember, cow-
boy is a lifestyle, NOT a fashion 
statement. Good luck.�

          Tip #5) Languages: In all,    
there are three overall ways to speak 
in Texas: West Texas English, East 
Texas English, and Spanish.�

          Language 1)  West Texas 
English. Say the word ª help.º   In 
West Texas it is pronounced 
ª hep.º    Some words are combined 
into one.  For example, ª come 
hereº  becomes ªcomere.º    Now try 
this: ªHey Bob, comere an'  hep 

meº. Translation: ªHey Bob, come 
here and help meº The big differ-
ence is that certain words or phrases 
can be shortened up and are spoken 
with a ªtwang.º �

          Language 2)  East Texas 
English.  Say the word ª helpº  
again. In East Texas it is pro-
nounced ª Hey-yelp.º  For example: 
ªBob, come here, I need some hey-

yelp with this.º  Translation: ªBob, 
come here, I need some help with 
this.º  It' s easy.  All you do is over-
pronounce words and phrases.�

          L anguage 3) Spani sh. 
Enough said. 
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